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 With July 4
th 

a few days away, it‘s natural to 

think of outdoor barbecues and beach parties. But 

cherishing our independence as a people and a 

country is really what July 4
th
 is about. The full im-

pact of that independence can be brought home 

with the flip of a switch. What we see on TV in Af-

ghanistan, Iraq and Iran is people fighting for the 

freedom we‘re fortunate enough to enjoy. So pre-

cious is that gift that our brave young men and 

women leave the safety of their own country and 

travel across the world to protect our independence 

and to join others struggling to achieve the same.

 Some members of Bishop Gadsden‘s ex-

tended family—both residents and staff—are in Af-

ghanistan and Iraq right now. 

We want to introduce them to 

you so that, on this July 4
th
, 

you‘ll keep them and their 

families in mind and pray for 

their safe return.  

 Sue Gough‘s grandson 

and Susan Legare‘s nephew—

Jamie Gough, IV, Lt. Col., US 

Army—left  for 

Iraq in Febru-

ary. A 1991 

graduate of 

West Point, Ja-

mie is serving 

with the 172nd 
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Stryker Brigade, a Special Forces unit.  He is 

the Brigade Executive Officer.    

 Jamie previously served a year in Af-

ghanistan. His unit will deploy back to 

Grafenwoehr, Germany, in January 2010.  His 

wife Julie and three sons (ages 9, 8 and 2) are 

living in Louisville, KY, and will join him in 

Germany early next year.  

 L a r r y  a n d  E d i t h   

Montano‘s grandson left two 

months ago for Afghanistan. 

Captain James M. Moore, Jr. is 

in the 10
th
 Marine Headquar-

ters Company.  Before going to 

Afghanistan, Jay served in Iraq. 

Indeed, he the first tank to enter the country 

during the second invasion.   

 As small boy, Jay wanted to be a Ma-

rine, reports his Grandpa. He went to the US 

Merchant Marine Academy in Kingsport, NY, 

graduating cum laude and is making the ser-

vice his career. At Camp Lejeune, NC, Jay‘s 

wife Dallas and three-year-old daughter Sut-

ton are waiting for him to come home.   

 Denise Broad‘s son, Cory Thomas, left 

for Iraq with the Army‘s 84
th
 Engineering 

Company eight months ago. Stationed in Mo-

sul, Cory is helping to build roads and 

bridges. He and his company have also been 

providing checkpoints 
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     This month I am writing 

to give you a homework as-

signment! Seriously- as resi-

dents and family members we 

need your input. We are in 

the process of developing a 

new marketing brochure.  Ex-

cept minor revisions, we have 

used the same brochure since 1997 when we be-

gan marketing our apartment/cottage community 

and much has changed. It is time that our bro-

chure, which is oftentimes the initial introduction 

to our community, tells the genuinely wonderful 

story that continues to evolve here.  

 I read every brochure I can from other re-

tirement communities and the problem I find is 

that they all say the exact same thing, even using 

the exact same verbiage. ―Offering an array of 

amenities and services, including…‖  ―Our active 

lifestyle…‖ ―The security and peace of mind hav-

ing health care close at hand…‖ –and the list of 

―sameness‖ goes on.     

President’s Message 
 Bill Trawick 

 One of the more enjoyable aspects of 

what I do is interacting with other chief financial 

officers (CFOs) in retirement communities around 

the country.  Recently, I was talking with Robert 

Chandler, CFO of Deerfield Episcopal Commu-

nity in Asheville, NC.  We were commiserating 

with each other about the state of our world(s) 

when he said, half jokingly, ―It was a lot more 

fun a few years ago.‖ 

 Sure, it is fun to see investment earnings 

rise year after year.  It‘s fun to post better-than-

budgeted occupancy rates and to be courted by 

banking institutions.  It‘s fun to report on posi-

tive financial performances and measure the in-

crease in reserves, knowing they provide flexibil-

ity and options.   It‘s fun to monitor trend lines 

as they head in the ―right‖ direction.  It‘s fun to 

be in the upper quartile in comparison with other 

retirement communities and engage in strategic 

From the Finance Office                                                                                                  
Susan Legare 

 I continually hear it said by residents, fam-

ily members and staff that BG has a specialness, 

uniqueness and feeling that sets it apart. Other 

communities believe their communities to be spe-

cial and unique, but I find little in their marketing 

materials to convey these qualities to a prospec-

tive resident. Granted, it is not an easy task to 

make these all-important intangibles ―real‖.

 In our new brochure, we are going to 

make a concerted effort to capture the ―essence‖ 

which all of us find so special here and convey it 

in a unique and differentiating way. We would 

really appreciate your help as no one can tell it as 

well as you can. If there are particular words, 

phrases, characteristics, emotions, etc, that you 

think would help a prospective resident in their 

decision to choose our community as their home, 

I would appreciate if you would get them to me. 

A marketing brochure is not an inconsequential 

investment thus we will rely on it for the next 

five to seven years, so we want it to be the best 

that it can be. Please help! 

planning for future growth. 

 These days, I firmly believe the fun is not 

over—it‘s just different.  Now, it‘s fun to engage 

in strategic planning to weather the storm and see 

how creative we can be with fewer resources to 

come together through adversity.  It‘s fun when 

the first glimmer of a positive trend appears.    It‘s 

fun to announce to employees there will be no 

lay-offs and/or furloughs.  It‘s fun to know we‘ll 

be stronger when the economy rebounds. 

 Humor is absolutely essential to survive 

the rough patches.  At the conclusion of the Fi-

nance Committee meeting last month, Brian Hus-

sain, Secretary/Treasurer of the Board of Trustees, 

aptly quoted words from a song made famous 38 

years ago by Jim Morrison and The Doors, ―I‘ve 

been down so long, it feels like up again.‖  We‘re 

on our way up, and it‘s fun! 
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Do you know that we have a beautiful Woodshop in the Vann Gelegotis 
Environmental Services Building, a small building behind the back of 
the Bishop Gadsden apartments?  It is a completely furnished shop.  In 

the past, we have had as many as eight volunteers who regularly worked in the 
shop, four of whom have finally reached retirement age, and one who occasion-

ally comes in.             
 We are in need of experienced people who would like to be woodworkers to help our 
residents with small repairs to their personal furniture, lamps and other repairable items.  Ex-
perience is a plus, but willingness to learn is all that is necessary.  After signing a liability release 
for Bishop Gadsden, the current shopworkers will teach you to operate the shop tools.  In the 
past, shop members have built personal items: a chest for the Chapel; an altar railing and altar 
for St. Philips Church’s office/prayer area; mended many dining room chairs and other projects 
for Bishop Gadsden.  We need more volunteers to be able to offer our help to our residents with 
their small repairs.  We have many new residents who perhaps don’t even know about the shop.  
This would not be a major commitment, just a few hours here and there.  Please volunteer and 
spread the word.  Come see us, or call Jack Bretherton at 406-6329.  The woodshop’s 
phone number is 406-6390. 

It’s time for the annual pet update! We are required to keep 
current information on all pets living in our community.  

Please be sure to let us know if: 

~ you currently have a pet                                               
 ~you have a new pet                                             
 ~if  any information about your pet has changed  

For the sake of  saving paper, we ask you to contact Caroline 
Steadman, Administrative Intern at 406-2482 or send her an 

email caroline.steadman@bishopgadsden.org by July 10th . 

mailto:caroline.steadman@bishopgadsden.org
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Apts/Cottages 

Mitzi McDevitt                             354        795-0142 

Myers Hall 

Nancy Smythe                           2018       795-2484 

Alli Baird                                    2028       406-2396 

Herb Stevens                            1062       795-3699 

Read Cloister 

Elizabeth  Burris                         207        795-7440 

Alonzo Burris                              213        406-2352 

Don Hall                                     105         406-2425 

 

Update Meetings 

July Birthdays!   

elcome 
New Residents 

There are no 
update meetings  

in July  

Barbara Stine 2 

Carolyn Baker 3 

Don Moore 5 

Phyllis Miller 7 

Jackie Bowe 11 

Patricia Fei 11 

Chance Scrantom 12 

Joan Bamberg 14 

Armee Sadler  14 

Cal East 15 

Bud Garforth 15 

George John 16 

Blake Putney 16 

Tommy Thorne 17 

Kay Hall 19 

Helen Woodbridge 19 

Ted Mappus 20 

Doug Plate 20 

Leona Finch 21 

Mildred Rhodes 22 

Allen Legare 22 

Mary O’Sheasy 22 

Debby Coleman 23 

Madeline Hutton 24 

Grant Ward 24 

Ginny Weckel 24 

Brigitte Muller 25 

Betty Scott 25 

Martha Mood 29 

Fran Thompson 30 

Frankie Calcote 31 

Sue Howard 31 

Wilcox Scarborough 31 

Thanks for all you have        

done Chance Scrantom! 

 We are sad to announce that 

Chance has turned in her resigna-

tion as manager of the Village 

Shop.  We could never express 

enough thanks for her support and 

dedication to our wonderful shop.   

 With this in mind, we are 

looking for anyone interested in 

filling this spot.  If you have any 

specific questions or ideas, please 

contact Katie Jayne at 406-6300.  

We are open to all suggestions! 

 Remember, the Village Shop 

is open Until 4:30 on Fridays! 
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Cover story continued from Page 1 

and building a berm around the 

perimeter of Baghdad to protect 

the people there from insurgents. 

 Cory, a career soldier, de-

clined his E5 promotion to ser-

geant because he‘d like to 

change his military occupational 

specialty to a Ranger. A few 

weeks ago on his two-week break, Cory came 

home to SC to be with his wife Stephanie and 

two children—six-year-old Austin and two-year-

old Nathan—and, of course, to see his Mom. In 

four and a half months, Cory will return to Ha-

waii where he‘ll be stationed until August 2010. 

 Nancy Brame‘s son, Jona-

than M. Wash, Specialist 4 in the 

US Army, is at Fort Lewis, Wash-

ington, preparing to leave for Af-

ghanistan July 13
th
. Jonathan is in 

the Infantry Division of a new 

elite Strike Force.  

 Jonathan‘s battalion will 

be supporting the National Guard as they set up 

a new base in the southern part of Afghanistan. 

He will also be unloading supplies for the new 

base from helicopters still in the air. This is Jona-

than‘s first tour overseas. He‘ll have a two-week 

break during his 12-month tour. Jonathan‘s wife 

Megan will be coming back to Mount Pleasant 

to finish her college degree while her husband is 

overseas.    

 Although Frances Grimball‘s 

grandson, William Heyward Grim-

ball, US Marine Corps, is not in a 

war zone at present, he‘s been to 

Iraq THREE times!  And now he‘s 

training soldiers about to leave for 

combat. William was in Ramada 

on his first tour in Iraq and in Baghdad on his 

second tour. William was Inspector of Trainees 

on his third tour in Iraq.    

 Just 10 days ago, William married Cath-

erine (Kate) Marie Doss in Pensacola, FL. His 

proud Grandma, who was there for the wed-

ding, boasts that her grandson is a fine, depend-

able officer who‘s devoted and loyal to the Ma-

rine Corps.  

Outreach Committee 
Fundraiser 

Casino Night ~ Nov 13th 
Silent Auction 

Stay tuned for details 
to help us support    
Crisis Ministries 
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Activities & Festivities: What’s happening around campus!                                    
Katie Jayne, Cynthia Marterre, Christy Smith & Kay Jenkins                                                                                                             

The Village Shop opens in its 

new location.  Co-managers 

Jeanne Herndon and Chance 

Scrantom (left) love the 

bright atmosphere while 

Frances Carlisle and Bill 

Trawick (right) agree it’s 

great to find a bargain! 

1 
2 

3 

PASSPORT  TO  SUMMER 

Travel and summertime amusements were on the 

minds of  our residents in Myers Hall, the Cloister 

and Arcadia Close as you can see in these pictures 

of  our recent celebration.  Maps, passports, sun-

glasses, fans and beers from around the world were 

plentiful.  Clockwise:  1) Nancy Smythe  2) Bob & 

Nancy Cowgill  3) Betty Parker &  Martha Smalls  

4) Elise Robertson    5) Dottie Ewald & Jenny Ju-

hasz   6) Virginia Doran   7) Ethel Davis  8) Bar-

bara Robinson & Elizabeth Leonard   9) Connie 

Hare 10) Chandler Culbreth & Marjorie Peale.    

10 

9 

8 

7 6 5 

4 
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Activities & Festivities: What’s happening around campus!                                    
Katie Jayne, Cynthia Marterre, Christy Smith & Kay Jenkins                                                                                                             

You Don’t Want to Miss This… 

Thursday, July 2 - 10:00 AM                                              

Lecture “Rising Powers” by Dr. Feurtado from                         

the Citadal in Blackmer Hall 

                                                                                  

Thursday, July 2  -  4:00 PM                                              

Planet Earth Series  -  Pole to Pole                              

Blackmer Hall 
 

Friday, July 3 - 10:00 AM                                                   
Great Decisions Discussion Group in Blackmer Hall 

 

Friday, July 3  -  6:00 PM                                                    
Riverdogs Baseball Game with Fireworks 

 

Wednesday, July 9  -  (All day)                                        

Celebrate National Peach Month in Cloister 
 

Wednesday, July 9  -  4:00 PM                                              

Planet Earth Series  -  Mountains                                      

Blackmer Hall 
 

Wednesday, July 15   -  5:00 PM                                        

Christmas in July at Put’s Pub in Myers Hall 
 

Thursday, July 16  -  4:30 PM                                         

“Broadway and Beyond” by John Sadler                                   

in Blackmer Hall 
 

Tuesday, July 21  -  3:00 PM                                               

Wild About Watermelon in Myers Hall                                  

Activity Room 
 

Wednesday, July 22  -  9:00 AM                                            

Tour of  City Hall and the Courthouse 
 

Wednesday, July 29  -  3:30 PM                                         

Crazy for Candy Social in Cloister 
 

Thursday, July 30  -  3:00 PM                                                 

A Ladybug Affair in Myers Hall Activity Room 

BISHOP     

GADSDEN               

IS PREPARED !! 

Staff use the lift to 

put Peg Master on 

the bus during our 

annual Hurricane 

Evacuation Drill. 

(Above)  Katie Jayne, BG’s Coordinator for Emer-

gency Preparedness, accepts the 2009 Public Health 

Preparedness Award from Shirley Hollingsworth,  

Director of Emergency Management with DHEC.  

Bishop Gadsden was chosen for excellence in     

emergency planning and exceeding requirements. 

JUNE             

JOYANCE 

Dottie Lockwood 

and Janette Ray 

(right) 

Sarah Tipton 

and Connie Hare 

know a    

“joyance” is a 

happy           

gathering.  

(left) 
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 Frances Robinson Frampton lives in an 

apartment on the first floor overlooking Palm 

Court, and she feels so at home here at Bishop 

Gadsden. She grew up on James Island--on Grim-

ball Farms on the Stono River--so she‘s always en-

joyed boating and the water.    

 Frances went to the College of Charleston 

where she met Wyman Frampton.  After they 

married, they made Mt. Pleasant home until the 

late ‗60s.  Wyman was principal of Moultrie High 

School and later head of the Science Department 

at Porter Gaud. Wyman was also a very gifted 

organist and played in many Charleston-area 

churches.     

 The couple had three children—Dr. 

Wyman Frampton Jr; John, a lawyer living in 

Summerville and daughter Francie who is married 

to Dr. David Egleston. You may know David‘s fa-

ther, Dr. Egleston, a favorite at current events! 

Frances has six grandchildren and three great 

grandchildren.    

 Frances is a member of St. James Episcopal 

Church, and she is a true lowcountry lady! 

 Debby Coleman and Wags the Corgie 

moved into Bishop Gadsden about three months 

ago and are happy about that.  Debby came and 

found many old friends already here, and Wags 

found some new friends who feed him treats of 

bananas and strawberries.  A parishioner at St. 

Michael‘s Church, Debby was often a hostess at 

Happy Hour in Myers Hall so she felt quite at 

home when she came here as a resident. 

 Debby‘s husband Walker was assistant to 

the president at MUSC.  The couple lived south 

of Broad for awhile and then moved to the Cres-

cent where they lived for 10 years. Debby has 

two sons, both lawyers, and three grandchildren.   

 Debby was on the Board of the Confeder-

ate Home and belonged to many Charleston 

Clubs: the Tuesday Club, Beach Club and Yacht 

Club. She is famous for her Christmas Eve parties 

which she gave for many years for 150 to 175 of 

her close friends.  Debby works in the Village 

Shop regularly which she enjoys as she is making 

new friends. 

       Meet the Staff: Caroline Campbell                                                                          
Taki Andriadis 

New Resident: Debby Coleman                                                                             
Marilou Watts  

 Caroline Campbell, 

our new HR Assistant, was 

born in Charleston to a SC 

father from Chester and a 

NC mother from Burlington.  

Caroline was brought up in 

Charleston.    

 After finishing Pine-

wood High School in Summerville, Caroline went 

to Clemson from which she graduated in Decem-

ber 2008 with a Bachelor of Science degree and a 

major in Psychology and Human Resources Man-

agement. ―I love working with people,‖ she says.

 Why did Caroline choose BG for her ca-

reer? After graduating from college last December, 

she went back to work for First Federal in its Hu-

man Resources Department. ―But I was looking 

New Resident:                                           
Frances Robinson Frampton                        

Kent Freeman 

for a more permanent job in Human Re-

sources,‖ she says.       

 Caroline was aware of BG‘s great reputa-

tion in Charleston.  ―I had heard wonderful 

things about this retirement community,‖ she 

says. ―As Susan Gallo and Debbie Welch inter-

viewed me, I felt that everything BG needs for 

this position is exactly what I‘d been doing and 

want to continue to do.‖     

 Caroline is the youngest of three children. 

Her brother, Jeremy, is Information Technology 

manager for Carolina Handling in Charlotte, 

NC , and her sister, Christie, has her own ac-

counting business in Atlanta, GA. Her father, 

Paul, retired from the Celanese Corporation af-

ter 25 years. Her mother, Vicky, is a homemaker.

 Welcome to Bishop Gadsden, Caroline!  
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                              Meet your Neighbor:  Bill & Nancy Reynolds                        
Tommy Thorne 

 Bill Reynolds was born June 9 in Sumter, 

SC where he was brought up. He graduated 

from The Citadel with a BS degree in 1942, was 

commissioned 2
nd

 Lieutenant, Infantry and as-

signed as a student to the Infantry School at 

Fort Benning, GA. Having  

applied for training as a mili-

tary pilot, he trained with the 

US Army Air Corps, was rated 

Pilot and transferred to the 

Air Corps.  

 Assigned to the 33rd 

Fighter Group during World 

War II, Bill  served in North 

Africa, Italy, India, China and 

Burma. After WWII, he was 

posted to the Pentagon for service with Army 

Intelligence, G-2. Next, Bill was appointed US 

Military Attaché for Air India and assigned to 

the US Embassy in New Delhi. His three-year 

service in India covered the period during 

which the British Government partitioned the 

sub-continent and granted sovereignty to the 

governments of Pakistan and India.  

 Reynolds returned to Washington in 

1950 for three years service with US Air Force 

Intelligence, Estimates Division. His next assign-

ment was to the US Embassy, London for ser-

vice with Royal Air Force Intelligence, Air Min-

istry, London.  

 Also in 1950, Bill married Nancy McKay 

Nash of Sumter, SC. They have two children, 

Helen Jane Reynolds, born in Washington, DC, 

in 1950 and William Mackenzie Reynolds III, 

born in England in 1954.   

 Reynolds returned to the US for Jet Air-

craft qualification and all-weather fighter inter-

ceptor training later in 1954. Subsequently, he 

commanded Fighter Interceptor Squadrons at 

Tucson, AZ and Portland, OR, and he served as 

Operations Director and Deputy Wing Com-

mander of the 405
th
 Fighter Wing in the Phillip-

pines. He then served again with Headquarters, 

USAF, under the Inspector General as Chief of 

Fighter Branch, Air Force Safety Division. His 

last assignment was as Chief of the Mutual De-

fense Assistance Office, Tokyo, Japan. Colonel 

Reynolds retired in July of 1971 and returned 

home to Sumter, SC. Decorations awarded to 

him include the Legion of Merit, Distinguished 

Flying Cross and Air Medal. 

 All of the Reynolds 

family members were grati-

fied to return to Sumter, 

which had always been 

"home" to each one of them. 

 During his service ca-

reer, Bill completed courses of 

study at the Army Command 

and Staff School and later the 

Air Command and Staff 

School, the Air War College, 

the Strategic Intelligence School, the All-Weather 

Interceptor Transition Course and the Interceptor 

Weapons School. He also attended the Civil 

Aeronautics Aviation Accident Investigation 

School at Oklahoma City.  

 Nancy accompanied Bill on all of his mili-

tary assignments, and she served most admirably 

and continually with those volunteer groups es-

tablished and dedicated to attending to the wel-

fare needs of service members and families. 

 In 1972, Bill entered USC Law School and 

graduated with the class of 1975. He was admit-

ted to the SC Bar later that year and was associ-

ated with the firm of Nash and Chappell for sev-

eral years. After that, he practiced with the Sum-

ter Law Firm of his father and grandfather, Rey-

nolds & Reynolds. Bill was appointed to the Ju-

dicial Office of Master in Equity for Sumter 

County in 1983 and served in that position for 10 

years. He maintains his SC Bar qualifications to 

practice. 

 Nancy and Bill have six grandchildren.  

They moved to BG in March of 1999. It was a 

happy move for them since they had many 

friends in Charleston, and five of Bill's Citadel 

class of 1942 came to BG at the same time. The 

BG experience has been rewarding for Nancy 

and Bill.  
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IN LOVING MEMORY 

Thanks for Sharing your Expriences with MUSC Dietetic Interns                               
Emily Barrett 

Philip Simmons                                                 

June 9, 1912 ~ June 22, 2009 

 

Patricia Pendery                                          

December 6, 1926 ~ June 25, 2009 

 

Henry Heins                                                  

June 23, 1922 ~ June 25, 2009 

Corinne Petit                                                    

December 15, 1915 ~ June 11, 2009 

 

Rosie Balis                                                        

May 23, 1910 ~ June 6, 2009 

 

Lorene Johnson                                             

July 9, 1917 ~ June 17, 2009 

 Typically, when I write an article for the 

Gab, I try to focus on a health and nutrition re-

lated issue.    This month, however, I want to fo-

cus on sharing with you how your lives here at 

Bishop Gadsden help students from MUSC learn 

about geriatrics and nutrition. 

 For the majority of this decade, I have 

spent many days and weeks as a preceptor to the 

Dietetic Internship program at MUSC.   Prior to 

working at Bishop Gadsden, my teaching was fo-

cused on nutrition support and general medicine 

related nutrition issues.   Now, my focus for 

teaching the interns is nutrition and wellness re-

lated to geriatrics.   Interns come from all over 

the country to this internship program where 

they gain knowledge about nutrition as it relates 

to pediatrics, trauma patients, organ transplants, 

general medicine, cancer, nutrition support and 

the care of the elderly.   In addition to these 

unique experiences, the interns spend a great deal 

of their one year in Charleston in the community 

with programs such as the school nutrition pro-

grams.  Bishop Gadsden is the 

only continuing care retirement 

community the interns visit. 

 As part of their experi-

ence of learning about geriat-

rics and nutrition, the interns 

spend several days here at Bishop Gadsden and 

then several days with a dietitian that consults 

for Medicare and Medicaid nursing facilities.   

All hands up, they agreed that Bishop Gadsden 

has the best quality food of all their rotations 

and the most beautiful atmosphere.   As they 

prepared for upcoming graduation, it was re-

warding to hear how much their experience 

here at Bishop Gadsden has given them confi-

dence and better understanding of those in their 

80s and 90s and 100s!  One even bought a cal-

endar girls‘ calendar!         

 I was so proud to hear their research 

presentations from the past year with topics 

ranging from using the Atkins diet for epilepsy 

seizure-disorder control to the Obesity Preven-

tion Project, to the Nutritional and Functional 

Impact of a finger –food diet on persons with 

dementia. 

 Thank you for embracing them in our 

community, and I look forward to having a 

new group of interns starting in the fall. 
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nailed together in the shape of the 

Greek letter T (tau). According to Ter-

tullian in the 2nd Century, both the 

Greek T (tau) and the Latin t were im-

ages of the cross of Christ. 

 The tradition that the cross 

of Golgotha had four points was 

upheld by St. Irenaeus of Lyons 

(late 2nd century). By the 5th Cen-

tury, however, the four-pointed 

cross became more popular in two 

forms: the so-called Greek cross (+) and the Latin 

cross (t). In the Greek the cross-piece is of equal 

length to the upright; in the Latin the upright is 

of greater length.   

 By the 6th Century, the first 

representations of the crucifixion are 

found, but even then, al-

most three hundred years 

after the Emperor Constan-

tine had abolished execution 

by crucifixion, the direct representation 

of the crucified Christ remained a stum-

bling block for many.  

 Also dating from the 6th cen-

tury  a distinctive variation of the 

Latin cross developed known as the 

Eastern, Byzantine, or  Russian cross.  

It has two smaller crossbeams, one at 

the top and one near the bottom, in 

addition to the longer crossbeam in 

between. The upper crossbeam represents the 

placard on which the inscription ―Jesus of Naz-

areth, King of the Jews‖ in three languages ap-

peared.  The lower crossbeam represents the 

footrest to which the feet of Jesus were nailed. In 

later Russian tradition, the footrest was depicted 

as slanted, with the side to the viewer's left usu-

ally being higher.  Lore of the Orthodox cross 

maintains that when Jesus 

History of the Cross in                  

      Religious Art   

 The largest thematic 

grouping of kneelers in the 

chapel is comprised of varia-

tions of the cross.  This article 

will focus on the history of 

the cross in Christian art, its 

development and use in the 

Church. 

 As previously noted, crosses as we know 

them today were unknown in the earliest period 

of Christian art.  During the first two centuries it 

was rare in iconography, because it depicts a pur-

posely painful and gruesome method of public 

execution.  Christians were afraid to display 

crosses during those early centuries before Em-

peror Constantine because of the threat of arrest 

and execution.  Therefore, crosses of conspicuous 

forms were not in widespread usage until the 5th 

century.  

 The earliest form of the cross 

in Christian art was a Greek mono-

gram of the first two letters for the 

name of Christ (chi, rho, transliter-

ated in English as ―ch‖ and ―r‖), dat-

ing from the 2nd Century.   Therefore, the Greek 

letter X (chi) is considered the first cryptic form of 

a cross, which later became known as the Cross of 

St. Andrew. 

 When the early Christians rep-

resented the sign of the cross on their 

monuments, they disguised it in artis-

tic and symbolical ways for fear of 

persecution. One of the oldest is the 

anchor, also dating from the 2nd cen-

tury. 

 The actual instrument of execution used in 

the Roman Empire, however, normally consisted 

of a three-pointed cross made of two planks 

Symbols of the Church: Needlepoint Art of the Chapel: Part V                              
Father Frank Russ 

Continued on Pg. 12 
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took his last breath, the 

bar to which his feet were 

nailed broke, thus slanting 

to the side. The higher 

slanted end represents the 

repentant thief, while the 

end slanted downward 

represents the unrepent-

ant thief.  

 Next month, we 

will feature many of the 

kneelers depicting the 

cross that are variations of 

the Latin or Greek crosses. 

Cross story continued from Page 11 
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