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Our Shared Future—Construction Begins
The site of the
new Bishop Gadsden
Health and Rehab
Center has been
busy with various
bulldozers, pile
drivers, trucks, and
all kinds of
construction
equipment.
On February 24,
the building permit
and the green light
were given to break
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ground on what will
become a new chapter in Bishop Gadsden’s proud and lengthy history.
“The site is really starting to come together,” said Belinda Grohmam,
BCG Consulting, LLC. Belinda is Bishop Gadsden’s representative
and program manager and assists Bishop Gadsden in achieving our goals
from the project’s conception to its completion. The general contractor is
Samet out of Greensboro, North Carolina, and its senior project executive,
Todd Altman, has worked on projects at Bishop Gadsden for 20 years.
Construction began with land clearing and tree removal. More than 3,000
earthquake drains have been installed for the building to rest on. In
Charleston, buildings usually rest either on driven pilings or on earthquake
drains, Belinda explained. This is because of the extremely high water
table and the sandy soil. Earthquake drains are tubes driven into the
ground to provide a place for water to go in the event of an earthquake to
keep the soil from liquefying, causing the foundation to fail. Installation
of pipes and conduits for such things as plumbing, electrical, low voltage,
and storm water has occurred .
The area has been graded, retention ponds dug, access road from Camp
Road created, sites of the building pads placed, concrete poured and walls
taking shape. Even the road between the croquet court and the community
garden has been carefully plotted out with tape on the actual area it will
occupy to double check its proper placement.
Installation for utilities such as sewer lines for plumbing, showers and
toilets; roof drains for storm water, which will exit into retention ponds;
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Cindy Roe WareMarketing Associate,
In 2019,
Cindy Roe
Ware joined
Bishop
Gadsden as
Marketing
Associate,
following the
retirement of
Judy Hastings. Cindy takes on this
position after five years with BG.
Initially hired as Quay Move In
Coordinator, she played an integral
part of the marketing team to help
insure a smooth move-in process
for the future residents of the Quay.
She then served as Resident
Services Coordinator with our
Community Life Services team that
exposed her to operations
throughout our campus. Cindy
came to BG after a long history in
the not-for-profit sector. As Health
and Wellness Director of the Maui
YMCA, she ran the island’s only
Cardiac Rehabilitation program and
managed their yearly scholarship
campaigns.
Upon moving back home to
Charleston in 2001, Cindy was
selected to be Development
Director for Bishop England High
School. She then went into nonprofit consulting for several years
before taking on the role as Senior
Development Officer with the SC
Aquarium. Cindy is thrilled to be
part of the dynamic BG team and
looks forward to working with all
prospective residents of Bishop
Gadsden.

Cont’d - Bishop Gadsden’s New Health Care & Rehab Center
and conduits for electrical, water, and technology have been
installed. These structures run from under the building where
the slab has been poured to the road.
The project is divided into five areas. Area D is closest to
Ferguson and Camp Roads and will be the first area
to achieve complete installation of underground plumbing,
electrical, foundation installation, and installation of the
concrete slab. The other four areas will follow in the same
way.
Meanwhile, the contractor is meeting weekly with the
subcontractors and going over a detailed schedule to make
Rendering of front entrance.
sure they meet deadlines. They also meet with the engineer
and architect and are required to submit a construction
document on each item in the building before it is delivered
to the site to ensure what is specified is installed, even
though all of this is carefully laid out in the plans.
“We have done so much of the hard work already for the
foundation for the building, digging out around the perimeter
and putting in rebar and pouring concrete,” Belinda said. “I
am glad to be a part of the project,” she added. “We have a
very talented team. They are good at working together and
supporting the project.”
Rendering of entry.
The new health and rehab center includes 32 memory care
residences, 64 long-term skilled nursing care suites, 32 short-term rehabilitation rooms, a fitness/rehabilitation
center and health clinic. There is a bistro, neighborhood dining venues and a gift shop, a gathering room, a
meditation space, activity rooms, and a spa. An important part of the building was designed to meet the needs of
Bishop Gadsden team members with attractive break rooms where employee team members can relax and
refresh themselves. Sarah Tipton, President/CEO states “The years of planning and anticipating are becoming a
reality. We are so looking forward to seeing how this new building continues to take shape.”

The Times of COVID-19, How Bishop Gadsden Has Adapted
Planning and strategizing is a daily occurrence in dealing with the COVID-19
pandemic. Beginning February 29, 2020, we started daily communications with our
residents and team members about steps taken to ensure their safety.
In early March, we positioned a security station at the entrance to our Community.
Temperatures taken and screening questions are administered to each resident, team
member, and vendor upon arrival, and proper mask use has been implemented. Out of an
abundance of caution, residents are asked to limit their exposure to the outside community. While our state
was in a stay-at-home order, Bishop Gadsden immediately sprang into action to ramp up services. Grocery
orders, dry cleaning, medications, and sanitized packages were delivered door to door. Yes, even wine
and alcohol orders were delivered. Some of these services continue to be offered to residents who are
wanting to limit their exposure to the outside, which we are certainly happy to support.
Since large group gatherings are limited, fitness classes and educational presentations are available
virtually. The Market Place Café offers weekly menu options in the café or can be delivered to their door.
Even amid the pandemic, new residents continue to move into Bishop Gadsden. Before move-in,
each resident is tested for COVID-19 and are quarantined after moving in. Moving companies are screened,
checked, and wear masks at all times. A dedicated elevator is secured, monitored by a team member
throughout the day, and sanitized with each load. The residence is then sanitized with ultraviolet light
at the end of the day before the resident enjoys their first evening in their new home.
It seems we are in a new normal. Until a vaccine for COVID-19 is available, Bishop Gadsden will do
everything possible to ensure the safety of our Community, while also remembering that being in a
community makes times such as these just a little less difficult.

Life Outdoors: Bishop Gadsden
Named a Designated Arboretum
Did you know Bishop
Gadsden has a certified
arboretum in the
Community? The
Bishop Gadsden
Arboretum is an ArbNet
certified Level l affiliate
supported by Bishop
Gadsden and its
residents. In 2017,
Bishop Gadsden
residents formed a committee to oversee the arboretum and its
operations, and welcomed Chloe Poole, a certified neighborhood
arborist employed by the Schneider Tree Care Corporation, as the
arborist of record to assist the committee. The Bishop Gadsden
Arboretum has identified approximately 52 different species of trees
throughout the entire community, and is the only Life Plan
Community in the state of South Carolina with a certified arboretum.
With a mission to cultivate and preserve indigenous trees of the
South Carolina lowcountry, a goal of the Bishop Gadsden Arboretum
is to provide an educational amenity for the Bishop Gadsden
Community, as well as the greater Charleston community. This effort
provides a great outreach opportunity for Bishop Gadsden, and the
committee is excited to be able to share it with visitors. The many
trees around the Community can be seen by a simple stroll across the
Community, or by taking a walk through the nature trails. Please visit
bishopgadsdenarboretum.org to learn more.

BG’s Yacht Club

On a beautiful day, a fleet of model
sailboats can be seen racing around on the
Grove or the Quay ponds. Their brightly
colored hulls and white sails decorate the
water while their owners, with remote
controls in hand, watch the wind so they
can set the sails and turn the rudders to zip
around the buoys.
The Sailing Club is the brainchild of Ike
Smith. The club now has 20 members and
any resident can join. Each race features
eight, 36-inch high boats. The head of the
club, who organizes the races, is the
commodore. The first commodore was Ike,
an electrical engineer, who also founded the
Opera Club at BG, and is head of the
Information and Technology Committee.
David Warner followed him and today, Bob
Johnstone, whose love of sailing became a
career, is the current commodore.

Anderson Pavilion and Court Dedicated
This past November, Bishop Gadsden celebrated the completion of the
Anderson Croquet Court and Pavilion with a special dedication featuring
Croquet professionals from USCA (United States Croquet Association).
Residents, croquet clubs, including those from Franke at Seaside, general
croquet enthusiasts, and Mrs. Emmy Lou Anderson (pictured below,
standing), for whom the court is named, were treated to champagne,
mimosas, and scones. Members of our Community spoke on the unique
opportunity Bishop Gadsden has created for our residents and the
surrounding Charleston area.
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Bishop Gadsden to Welcome Schoenstein & Sons Pipe Organ
In the fall of 2020, Bishop Gadsden will be installing
a state-of-the-art Schoenstein pipe organ in the Bishop
Gadsden Chapel. Just in time for Christmas, residents,
employee team members, family, and friends will have
the opportunity to experience the beauty and
impeccable sound of this profound instrument.
Schoenstein Organs, a company of the utmost pride
and professionalism in their work, custom makes each
pipe organ to fit delicately into the architecture of a
space. The pipe organ will blend perfectly into the
quaint space that is the Chapel, as if it was never
missing.
The implementation of this custom organ into the
Bishop Gadsden Community creates opportunity for residents and the Charleston community alike to enjoy
Bishop Gadsden’s new establishment of musical distinction. The overall design of the pipe organ is for
liturgical use primarily, but will be suited for sophisticated choral accompaniments as well.
The one-of-a-kind Schoenstein Pipe Organ is a gift to Bishop Gadsden by resident, Patty Fei, in honor of
her late husband, Jim, and daughter, Christina. Nigel Potts, organist at Grace Church Cathedral in Charleston,
SC states, “This is a remarkable gift that will inspire generations of BG residents week in and week out for
decades and decades.” He adds, “To me, the BG and Schoenstein brands go hand in hand – they both represent
first class excellence.”
For both the most experienced musician, to those beginning their journey of music, this addition to Bishop
Gadsden will fill the room with beautiful, harmonic sounds to be appreciated for years to come. The Bishop
Gadsden Community as a whole is thankful for this gift, and are thrilled to experience the opportunities the
Schoenstein pipe organ will bring to Bishop Gadsden.

