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Bishop Gadsden Responds to Area Facebook Pages and Groups’ Posts 
Surrounding Misinformation on Future of James Island Home 

        
 

(Charleston, SC, September 17, 2021) – With the comments surrounding the former Richardson home on Camp Road 
that have recently been circulating on Facebook pages and groups, we thought it would be helpful to respond that 
we, too, share the love for this property.  

Bishop Gadsden purchased the home in May of 2020, intending to pay homage to the house as best we could. We 
have revered its history and the heritage it represents, and so many within our community have always loved the 
home. When the Richardson family approached us about their interest in selling, we were pleased that we could 
come to an agreement. 

Our initial intention for purchasing the home was to renovate the property for use, possibly for a community 
purpose or even as guest house for out-of-town families to use while visiting residents of Bishop Gadsden. We 
began researching the history of the cottage, reaching out to the Historical Society as well as the College of Building 
Arts and other resources regarding potential preservation. In addition, we planned to seek more information from 
the Richardson Family in hopes of assembling the story of the home to ensure it would always be historically 
marked and remembered.  

In addition to researching the history, we began to do due diligence regarding the possible renovation. We sought 
input from a reputable contractor who informed us the structure was compromised. We then engaged a structural 
engineer to survey the property, and it was following that report that concerns of structural integrity and safety 
were flagged.  These included termite damage beyond repair, compromised foundation, wall and roof systems, and 
water damage further exacerbating these issues.  

We have not requested a permit to demolish this special home. Rather, we continue to investigate all options for the 
property. Bishop Gadsden is a proud member of the James Island community, and we have sought to be good 
neighbors and friends to the very special communities around us.   

Please understand that we continue to research options and are very pleased that the greater community may be 
interested in partnering with Bishop Gadsden to preserve this unique piece of James Island history. 

If you have constructive thoughts, we welcome your comments to officeofcommunications@bishopgadsden.org 

 

 

About Bishop Gadsden Episcopal Retirement Community:  Founded in 1850, Bishop Gadsden is a non-profit, 

life plan community serving more than 500 residents in a variety of residential and health care settings including 

independent and assisted living, skilled nursing, and memory support/Alzheimer’s care.   


