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August 5, 2021 

Late yesterday evening, we were informed that a fully-vaccinated health care team member has tested 
positive for COVID-19. This team member was tested as a result of a direct exposure outside of the Bishop 
Gadsden Community. This team member last worked on Tuesday, August 3, and immediately isolated upon 
notification of the exposure.  

Bishop Gadsden has been closely monitoring the Delta Variant and the recent increase in cases in the greater 
Charleston area.  New enhanced screening protocols were put into place two weeks ago to increase the safety 
of our Community.  Upon announcement of new masking recommendations by the CDC, Bishop Gadsden 
adopted a community wide masking policy.  We anticipate operational changes for culinary, visitors, 
wellness, and activities to maintain the health and safety of the Community These changes will be 
communicated to you by the evening of Friday August 6, 2021.      

Thorough contact tracing has determined that this positive case will impact Read Cloister, Arcadia Close, and 
Myers Hall, triggering us to implement our COVID response plan, which is required to be implemented 
under the guidance of DHEC, CMS, and the CDC.  This plan includes the following measures: 

• Visitation in all areas of health care will be paused for the duration of the testing period except for 
compassionate care visits; 

• Opportunities for socially distanced visitation that comply with DHEC guidance are being developed 
and will be communicated in the coming days; 

• The ability to obtain a daily screening pass from the concierge to walk through health care areas to 
access Synovus Bank, Eliza’s Attic, or the Chapel is paused;  

• Outbreak testing for both health care residents and team members has been initiated and will continue 
every seven days until we have fourteen consecutive days without a positive case; 

While these precautionary measures are challenging on all they impact, such guidance has proven effective in 
limiting the spread of the COVID-19 virus within our Community. Because of our team members’ diligent 
and consistent use of masks and other prevention protocols, we are optimistic that the risk of transmission is 
low.  

Current data continues to demonstrate that those who are vaccinated are far less likely to experience severe 
symptoms or the need for hospitalization.  This breakthrough case demonstrates the extremely contagious 
nature of the Delta variant and highlights the need for all of us to remain vigilant in mask wearing whether at 
Bishop Gadsden or in the greater community.   

If you have any questions or concerns, we ask you to please contact Aaron Roop, Vice President of 
Operations at 843-406-6340 or Jonna Cook, Director of Health Services at 843-406-6252. 


