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    If you were disappointed when Spoleto 2020 was cancelled due to 
COVID-19, do not despair.  Despite the challenges and unpredictability 
confronting the Charleston community, the organizers of Spoleto USA 
are planning its 45th season with in-person and virtual programs to take 
place this year on May 28 to June 13.
    The Festival organizers have delayed announcing this year’s program 
of events due to the unpredictability of the times and the need to 
ensure safety measures are in place to prevent the spread of the virus. 
Utilizing both inside and outside venues for in-person events, the event’s 
planners will follow protocols including social distancing, limited venue 
capacities, mask wearing, health screening and testing, and meticulous 
sanitation measures.  In addition to complying with the recommendations 
of the CDC and the SCDHEC, planners have been meeting with health 
professionals at MUSC to implement current best practice measures that 
will keep performers, staff and audience safe.  
    The program of events will be available to the public on April 5, and 
tickets for both virtual and in-person events will be available starting April 
13 at 10:00 AM. For 2021 ticketing questions or information, contact 
boxoffice@spoletousa.org.

    Spoleto USA is considered by many to be the world’s most 
comprehensive international art festival.  If you want to learn more about 
Spoleto USA, refer to the article on page 4 of the April 2020 edition of 
The GAB.

SPOLETO USA FESTIVAL 2021 IS COMING SOON
By Angela Estes
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Charles C. Geer, MD
Physician, Roper St. Francis   

    Dr. Charles Geer has 
practiced internal medicine 
in Charleston, South 
Carolina since 1974, after 
graduating from the College 
of Charleston and the Medical 
University of South Carolina 
(MUSC).  Dr. Geer works at 

Roper St. Francis Physician Partners and is a member 
of Island Internal Medicine at 325 Folly Road, an office-
based primary care. 
    Dr. Geer has worked for both St. Francis and Roper 

hospitals, where he served on various committees 
and held medical staff offices. Dr. Geer is the current 
chairman of the Utilization Management Committee.                                           
    Dr. Geer has served on the vestry of the Episcopal 
Church of the Holy Communion, where he is a 
member, and has served on the vestry of St. Michael’s 
Episcopal Church, as well. He was on the Steering 
Committee and Diocesan Council of the Episcopal 
Church of South Carolina. He was appointed to the 
Mission Advisory Committee and currently serves on 
the Board of the Episcopal Forum.
    Dr. Geer’s wife is the former Frances Waring 
Voigt. They have four married children and three 
grandchildren.

By Editorial Staff
MEET THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

    Did you know: Mexican food is available just steps 
outside the Café door at the BG Eats Food Truck, 
Monday – Friday from 4:30-6:30.  Also available: fresh 
vegetables sautéed to order at the pasta station; fresh 
fish sautéed to order at the pasta or Asian stations; 
smoothies made to order at the bakery check out 
and sushi - 1/2 order is available.

TIDBITS FROM CULINARY
By Stuart Dawson

TERMITES  
By Dr. Jack Hisley 

    As many have observed, Formosan termites swarm in the early spring.  According to Bert Snyder, 
etymologist from Palmetto Exterminators, Inc., these little critters, although annoying, are not dangerous.  They 
don’t bite and if they enter our homes through doors or vents, and they will not harm our furnishings.  These 
little flying insects with their tan bodies and flimsy wings live in the ground and typically swarm in their pursuit 
of a new colony and reproduction.  If you do see termite swarms, call EVS so they can alert the Palmetto 
Exterminators folks of their location. 

View the GAB Electronically! If you would like to receive the GAB electronically, email 
Stephanie.ochipinti@bishopgadsden.org to be placed on the mailing list.  The GAB is always viewable 
on our website—www.bishopgadsden.org.
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MESSAGE FROM THE VICE PRESIDENT OF OPERATIONS
By Aaron Roop

    Recently, my two-year-old daughter, Adeline, was helping me to prepare 
our home for thunderstorms that were predicted to be strong.  We moved 
the rocking chairs off the front porch, secured small planters, and made sure 
that her toys were all brought into the garage.  She emphatically counted 
the things we had accomplished on her fingers and you could tell she felt 
a sense of relief after we were able to batten down the hatches.  The next 
thing I heard was her asking, “Daddy, why does it rain?” with a puzzled look 
on her face.  I immediately thought of the old saying “April showers bring 
May flowers”.  I attempted to explain to Adeline the importance that rain 
had in making flowers bloom and the grass grow.  She responded with an 
enlightened ‘Oh!’ and a satisfied smile.
    As springtime and April showers approach, I can’t help but to look forward 
to the May flowers that will be right around the corner.  Much like the 
beauty of nature coming into bloom, Bishop Gadsden is also coming into a 
season of blooming and growth.  As we begin to emerge from the impacts of 
the pandemic and look forward to the excitement our new health and rehab 

center will bring, I’ve started to remind myself to take time to do things that water myself and also water 
those around me.  
    When I think about what it means to water yourself there are several things that come to mind.  For me 
personally, I like to think about these questions:
• Have I been mindful about the types of food I’ve been eating and are they healthy for my body?
• When was the last time I read a positive, uplifting, or engaging book or other reading material?
• Am I doing my best to keep my mindset positive?
    With the pace of change and all the great things that are 
occurring, it can be easy to get caught up in how fast the world 
moves.  It’s not uncommon to focus on the things happening 
around us and not take the time to take care of ourselves.  
Refocusing and being mindful can allow the opportunity to water 
yourself so that you can continue to grow.
    When it comes to remembering to water those around you, I 
personally believe that no place on earth does it as well as Bishop 
Gadsden.  As I take time to walk around the Community, I am 
always blessed with the opportunity to see amazing interactions 
between all varieties of individuals that make up Bishop Gadsden.  
I truly believe that atmosphere of a generous spirit is woven into 
everything that happens here.  I know that if I ever need to be 
uplifted or need to refocus it only takes a few minutes of being 
out of my office to feel rejuvenated.  I’ve always found it to be 
an amazing phenomenon that one person making another smile 
often spreads like a ripple on a pond.  One small act of kindness, 
sharing a good joke, or any number of other joyful acts ends up 
positively impacting countless individuals.  I experienced this the 
first time I visited Bishop Gadsden and I frequently hear new 
people joining our Community commenting that they notice the 
same thing.
    Much like seeds that we put into soil, we won’t be able to see 
the results of watering immediately and often times we don’t 
know the positive impact we have on others.  Over time though the acts of watering ourselves and others 
will allow for even more wonderful blooming and growth that we can all enjoy!  
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BEHIND THE SCENES:   BISHOP GADSDEN’S STAR SEARCH
By Linda Dove

    Hidden away, around corners, up stairs, and down 
unmarked hallways are some of Bishop Gadsden’s 
most essential services and team members.   Time to 
take another look behind the scenes.
    Next time you drive through the security entrance 
onto the Bishop Gadsden campus, take a minute 
to study the unassuming small brick house that sits 
directly adjacent to the turn off from Camp Road.    
Due to its location front and center at the current 
entrance to the complex, the house is perhaps one of 
the most visible facilities at BG, but it is certainly one 
of the least visited - or noticed - by residents.
Don’t be fooled by its quiet appearance, the house 
hums with activity.  Every BG team member has 
spent considerable time there, coming and going with 
consistent frequency.  Any problem, any accolade 
is likely to come through that brick house at some 
point. Welcome to Human Resources.It’s time to ask 
the question:  How does Bishop Gadsden attract and 
keep its team of superstar employees?
    Step just inside the brick house and meet Janet 
Lay, head of HR for Bishop Gadsden, and her team of 
five experienced professionals.  A seasoned human 
resources pro but a relative newcomer to Bishop 
Gadsden, Janet moved south from her hometown 
of Columbia to join the BG staff in late 2018, just 
as the world of job recruitment was undergoing 
major changes in the expanding digital revolution 
and months before a world pandemic fundamentally 
changed life for employees and those who hire them.
    “There was the time when you just put an ad in 
the newspaper and people would respond looking 
for jobs,” says Janet.  “That has changed.  We still 
place ads but we have a multitude of tools that we 
must use to recruit and keep new employees.  Most 
applicants today come through digital platforms.  
Employers have to make themselves known in 
social media to be successful in attracting the best 
candidates.”
    Bishop Gadsden often works through a specialized 
digital platform used by many independent living and 
health facilities.  The system aggressively searches for 
potential job applicants.  Rather than the traditional 
job application, candidates are asked a series of on-
line questions about their skills and experience. 
    “The digital system allows us to move very 
quickly,” according to Janet.  “We can gather a lot of 
information on applicants from their first interaction, 
and we can make a quick evaluation as to whether 
they have the skills we are seeking.”   
    The HR team also works to establish close 
relationships with schools and networks throughout 

the area that provide career training.  “We want to be 
there when a student graduates or acquires the skills 
we need,” Janet says.
    Finding great employees is only the first step.  
Businesses, especially non-profits, have to build a set 
of benefits and rewards that keep team members.  
Bishop Gadsden invests a lot of time, effort - and 
funds - into team building and in that magic term: 
employee appreciation.    “Every team member needs 
to know they are valued,” asserts Janet.  “Certainly, it 
is salary but there are so many other large and small 
things that set the tone and feeling of a workplace.  
That is especially true as the marketplace becomes 
more and more competitive.”
    Bishop Gadsden never wants to lose good 
employees.  While departing employees share their 
thoughts during an “exit” interview, the HR team 
also holds “stay” interviews.  These one-on-one 
conversations are scheduled with randomly chosen 
team members from across the range of BG workers.  
“We want to listen, to find out what is happening 
with our current team, and what they need from us,” 
Janet suggests.
    Job recruitment may be the most visible aspect 
of the HR portfolio, but behind the scenes the 
Bishop Gadsden human resources professionals 
wear many hats.  The office oversees a wide and 
ever-growing range of legal and compliance issues, 
meeting state and federal employment rules.  It also 
will get involved in a variety of financial and business 
decisions, often those involving the budget.
While many businesses and their workers have 
suffered greatly during the on-going pandemic, the 
chaotic job market has provided some benefits to 
Bishop Gadsden.  According to Janet,   “We had a 
significant upsurge in culinary applicants in 2020, as 
many local restaurants closed.  We were able to hire a 
number of new and important team members. “
    But the reopening of many food outlets and other 
businesses in recent weeks has yet again changed the 
market.  “There is no question.  The next months are 
going to be challenging - and very competitive - as 
we deal with all the long-term changes and economic 
shifts that are certain to result from the pandemic.”
   

BISHOP GADSDEN HAS:
297 full-time employees
45 part time employees

LONGEST SERVING TEAM MEMBER:  
Ray Ford, BG’s purchasing coordinator,

 who joined the BG staff on October 26, 1987!
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WHAT TO WATCH
By Adelaide Wallinger

    One of the few good things from the Pandemic is 
the many marvelous shows you’re watching on TV - 
huge TV watching has encouraged producers (US and 
International as well) to go big on programs of every 
genre.
    The first half of the column is based on what’s 
ready to watch today.  The second is what’s coming 
up this month with dates and times when they begin 
streaming.

READY TO WATCH:

    LUPIN on Netflix is 
a French series of five 
episodes.  And, after 
watching it, you’ll be 
glad the second set is 
on the way.  Inspired 
by a fictional thief of 
the 1800’s (Arsene 
Lupin),  gentleman 
thief Assane Diop 
(played by Omar Sy) 

sets out to avenge his father for an injustice inflicted 
by a wealthy family he chauffeured for.  It begins with 
a huge diamond necklace that once belonged to Marie 
Antoinette, Queen of France, missing for years and 
now recovered. 
    Diop will stop at nothing to clear his father:  He 
gets a janitor’s job in the Louvre to plan to steal the 
necklace and then poses as a millionaire to bid on 
it.  He changes places with a man in prison to get 
information from a dying prisoner.  All the while, he is 
maintaining a relationship with his teenaged son and 
his divorced wife.  It’s one of those dramas where you 
are cheering for the thief and hoping he’ll succeed.
    Miss traveling?  I do.  That’s why I enjoy travel 
documentaries like HIMALAYA CALLING - OVERLAND 
TO THE HIGHEST PASSES OF THE WORLD.  It’s on 
Amazon Prime - series price in SD is $2.99 or in HD, 
$5.99.
    Erik Peters and Alain Beger take off on their 
motorcycles on a six-month trip beginning in 
Germany and ending in India.  From the Abano Pass 
in the Great Caucasus mountains through the Unger 
Steppe to China and Pakistan.  Then the Karakoram 
and Himalayan Mountains and Katmandu to the 
Indian Ocean. It’s a breathtaking adventurous journey 
with no teams of videographers, mechanics or travel 
planners.  

COMING UP:

    ATLANTIC CROSSING premieres on PBS on April 
4th at 9:00 PM.  It’s 
an exciting eight-part 
series (I do love a 
long one.).  It tells 
the true story of 
the relationship of 
President Franklin 
Roosevelt and Crown 
Princess Marta of 
Sweden and Norway 
during the five years 
of World War II. 
    Heavily researched before filming, the series began 
with the discovery of letters between the President 
and the Crown Princess.  Swedish actress Sofia Helin 
plays the princess and Ian MacLachlan plays the 
president.
    HEMINGWAY, a three-part, six-hour documentary 
film by Ken Burns and Lynn Novick, examines the 
work and turbulent life of author Ernest Hemingway.  
It premieres on April 5th on PBS at 8:00 PM.  The 
famous film makers explore the writer’s art with 
experts, using  carefully selected excerpts from 
Hemingway’s short stories, novels and non-fiction.  
Not to be missed. 
     THIS IS A ROBBERY, a heist docu-series, tells the 
story of a still unsolved museum theft from 1990.  The 
four-part series will debut on April 7th on Netflix.  
Thirteen works of art were stolen from the Isabella 
Stewart Gardner Museum in Boston in the early hours 
by two men posing as police officers.  Part true crime, 
drama and a comedy of errors make you want to 
watch this to the finish.  Possible Mafia involvement 
is part of the story.  The frames of stolen pictures, 
without the art, still 
hang in the museum 
awaiting their return 
someday.
     The 84th 
MASTER’S GOLF 
TOURNAMENT 
will be played at the 
Augusta National 
Golf Club from 
Thursday, April 
8th, through Sunday, April 11th.  Reigning Master’s 
Champion is Dustin Johnson.  CBS will carry the final 
match on Sunday. Go to mastersupdates.com for 
schedule and channel information.
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MARCH EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH

“Tanya has been extra helpful this year durving COVID. She goes above and 
beyond ensuring that whatever she has promised for extra staffing will be 
fulfilled, even if it means that she must work herself. She is committed to 
procedure and points out when others are needing a refresher.”

  -Katie Jayne, Director of Community Life & Compliance

Congratulations, Tanya Thompson, on being the
February Employee of the Month!

    We are so pleased to share that the PHC Rehab 
team has added three new members to better serve 
our residents here at Bishop Gadsden. Please join us in 
welcoming Josiah Godbolt, Joanne Gigliotti, and Jordan 
Lorick.  
    Josiah Godbolt, a native of Charleston, SC, received 
his master’s degree in Speech-Language Pathology and 
Audiology from South Carolina State University in May 
2020.  During his Clinical Fellowship in home health 
for PHC rehab graduate studies, he has worked with 
individuals with a variety of health challenges including 
verbal/language disorders, intellectual disabilities, 
swallowing and feeding difficulties, and adults with 
acquired brain injuries such as stroke and traumatic 
brain injury. While Josiah enjoys all therapy areas, 
he particularly enjoys researching aphasia (language 
impairment) and swallow disorders. Passionate about 
the field of Speech-Language Pathology, his goal with 
each patient is to individualize therapy to meet their 
needs to ensure their wellbeing is the number one 
priority.
    Joanne Gigliotti, Licensed Physical Therapist Assistant 
(LPTA) joins the rehab team to work with patients and 
residents in Read Cloister. Joanne and her husband and 
daughter have two Jack Russell terriers and moved 
to Charleston from Lake Norman, NC five years ago. 
Joanne spent 10 years as a small business owner and 
licensed massage therapist specializing in orthopedics 
and sports injuries.  As a previous multi marathon 
runner, she has turned in her long distance running 
shoes for hiking boots - backpacking over 600 miles 
in the Rockies and on the Appalachian Trail through 

Georgia to Virginia; she dreams of completing her AT 
journey all the way to Maine one day. Until then, Joanne 
absolutely loves working with the staff and residents 
here at Bishop Gadsden as an LPTA with PHC Rehab. 
Joanne firmly believes that age is just a number and 
prides herself in guiding patients on their journey to 
remain as active and independent as possible through 
skilled rehabilitation as a licensed clinician. 
    Jordan Lorick, LPTA has joined the outpatient 
physical therapy team providing therapy to BG’s 
apartment and cottage residents. Jordan is a native 
of Ridgeville, SC, where she currently lives with her 
husband Brandon. She attended Charleston Southern 
University and graduated in 2015 with degrees 
in History and Theatre. While attending CSU, her 
grandmother suffered a stroke and Jordan took the 
reins in helping her with exercises each day. She 
encouraged Jordan to pursue a career in physical 
therapy.   Jordan was resistant to the idea until a few 
years ago when she experienced a knee injury that led 
to an 18-month course of therapy. During those long 
months, she fell in love with the world of therapy and 
soon thereafter applied to the PTA program at Trident 
Technical College, graduating in 2020 and receiving her 
license in October 2020.  In her spare time, you can 
find Jordan watching movies, enjoying the outdoors, 
acting in and directing videos for her husband’s 
production company called “Tank Media Network”, 
or hamming it up with her own improv group. She 
absolutely loves meeting new people and getting to 
hear stories of people’s lives! 
    So please say Hi, when you pass by these new faces! 

THE PHC REHAB TEAM IS GROWING - BY THREE J’S!



    
     LOLO’S on Oak Island Creek at Folly Beach 
brings back wonderful memories of carefree, beachy 
days from the 60s!
    A very casual atmosphere, delicious seafood and 
ocean breezes combine to make a wonderful lunch 
or dinner - just up the road from BG.   You can dine 
inside with water views, on a large screened porch 
or on an open deck with dock, a tied-up boat and 
seagulls jousting with each other.  Eating on the water 
is just the best!  (Before its present location, Lolo’s 
was the pier restaurant at Folly Beach for many 
years.)
    Lolo’s has a comfortable, made-from-scratch 
menu crafted by Chef Devin Spenelli.  Caroline and I 
grabbed a table on the dock and ordered more than 
we could really eat.  We started off with a wonderful 
basket of FRIED OKRA with RANCH DIPPING 
SAUCE ($7).  I would go back for just that alone!   
Spectacular!  
    We were surprised to find the MUD BUG BASKET 
with FRIED CATFISH TAILS and REMOULADE 
SAUCE ($11).  You’d think you were eating on the 
Louisiana bayou -- delicious!  We also loved the CUP 
OF SHE CRAB SOUP.  It’s different from any I’ve  
ever had - celery, a surprise ingredient, is a perfect 
touch.  And the generous paprika on top gives it a 
hint of Old Bay seasoning.
    Next time, we’ll enjoy the cold SHRIMP AND 
CRAB DIP WITH CRACKERS - maybe even order 
it to take home with the BUFFALO FRIED SHRIMP 
topped with bleu cheese crumbles ($10).  Or maybe 

the FRIED BRUSSEL SPROUTS with chimichurri, 
bacon, garlic, Dijonnaise and bleu cheese ($8).
    Did I mention the HUSH PUPPIES WITH HONEY 
BUTTER ($3.50)?  Order them as a pre-appetizer.  
They’d be delicious with anything, especially the 
STREET CORN with Cilantro, lime aioli, Parmesan 
and ancho chili ($3).
    The sandwiches are big and beautiful:  Caroline’s 
was the OYSTER PO BOY ($13) on French bread 
with lettuce, tomato and Old Bay tartar sauce.  It also 
comes either with crawfish, shrimp, scallops, flounder 
or chicken. 
    Entrees include two seafood boils: 
LOWCOUNTRY BOIL ($38) with two clusters of 
snow crab legs, a quarter pound of peel and eat 
shrimp, four BOIL ($16) includes a cluster of snow 
crab legs, two red boiled potatoes and corn on the 
cob.   SHRIMP AND GRITS ($16) features a fried 
grits cake, Cajun cream sauce, mushrooms and green 
onions.  A 12-ounce RIBEYE ($26) with truffle fries 
and a house salad can be accompanied with grilled 
shrimp or a crab cake for an additional $8.  The lone 
dessert, KEY LIME PIE ($6.50) is super rich and 
shareable.  
    For an additional $4, fried seafood (PEEL AND 
EAT SHRIMP ($8), FRIED SHRIMP ($8), FRIED 
OYSTERS ($10), FRIED SCALLOPS ($11) or a FRIED 
FLOUNDER FILET ($7)) can become a meal by 
adding fries, coleslaw and hushpuppies.
     But let’s not forget the WEEKLY LUNCH 
SPECIALS for $9.99 served from noon to 4:00 
PM each day.  MONDAY: FRIED SHRIMP BASKET, 
TUESDAY: FISH TACOS, WEDNESDAY: FRIED 
OYSTER BASKET, THURSDAY: PO BOYS,  and 
FRIDAY: FRIED FLOUNDER BASKET.   AND ALL 
DAY LONG ON SUNDAY: 1/3 POUND BLACK 
ANGUS BURGER WITH FRIES AND A LOCAL BEER 
($10).
    The bar is well-stocked with all kinds of beer and 
wines.  I especially like Lolo’s tropical cocktails: like 
the BAHAMA MAMA ($8.50) WITH COCONUT 
RUM, SPICED RUM, BLACKBERRY BRANDY, OJ, 
PINEAPPLE AND GRENADINE.  Or the CLASSIC 
MARGARITA ($5), a good deal.
    Drive down Folly Road almost to Folly Beach and 
turn right just before the Oak Island Creek Bridge.  A 
big parking lot and the Lolo’s sign await you.  Order 
at the window. Carry-out is available, too.  Lolo’s is 
open every day from noon to 8:30 PM.  Reservations 
are appreciated on the weekend - 843-207-4169.  
Address is 2293 Folly Road,  service is great.
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BG EATS OUTSIDE
By Adelaide Wallinger
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS
4 Betty Stafford 12 Tom McDermott 19 Patricia Muller 27 Peggy Buchanan

5 Jack Canter 12 John Scofield 20 Martha Roberts 27 Vernon Hill
5 Joanne McRae 12 Adelaide Wallinger 22 Floyd Finch 30 Jeanne Radziwon
7 John Breza 15 Sarah Daley 23 Pat Mesel
7 Frances Fawcett 16 Lasca Lilly 23 Ellen Read
8 Sue Brauer 17 Pete Cater 24 Carolyn Lee
8 Dottie Pagliaro 18 John Boatwright 24 Anne Prussing

10 David Mann 18 John Purdy 25 Bill Palmer
11 Lib Hostutler 19 Chuck Davis 19 Liz Stewart

Bunky & Lindsay
 Henderson

NEW MOVE-INS

VOLUNTEER PROJECT

    Friends For Education (FFE) will be conducting a project this Spring to aid the 
Children’s Museum of the Lowcountry with its work with school children.
    FFE will assemble materials for STEM bag kits that children will use for 
Museum experiments to solve problems and to trigger creativity.   The children 
will use them virtually by Zoom at home or through social distancing in school 
auditoriums.  (STEM stands for Science, Technology, Education and Mathematics.)  
Simple tasks like cutting paper or pipe cleaners are examples of jobs volunteers 
will undertake.  
    Later, FFE will open the project to Bishop Gadsden volunteers who wish to 

help assemble STEM bag material for the Museum.

View the GAB Electronically! If you would like to receive the GAB electronically, email 
Stephanie.Ochipinti@bishopgadsden.org to be placed on the mailing list.  The GAB is always viewable 
on our website—www.bishopgadsden.org.

IN LOVING MEMORY

John Murphy
2/24/1944-3/5/2021

Ward “Curtis” Worthington, Jr.
8/8/1925-3/27/2021

Glennie & Margaret Ann 
Tarbox
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    A few years ago I read Searching for Sunday, (Loving, 
Leaving and finding the Church).
    The author, Rachel Held Evans, wrote of growing up 
going to church; leaving the church of her early years, 
to ultimately discover why she was going to church. 
Here are some of the “thoughts” that her story 
provoked for me. 
    I started attending church primarily to meet people 
and to jump-start my law practice. 
    As I read Searching for Sunday, a question kept 
nagging me, “Why did I keep going to church?”, long 
after my law practice was off and running.  
    Prior to and early in my time of regularly attending 
church, I was very cynical as to people, their motives, 
outlooks and actions. That cynicism came with me to 
church. 
    Thankfully, my outlook began to wane, with regular 
church attendance…and it did not take very long. 
Reflecting back, I see where my cynicism was a 
defensive response to fear. 
    I had countless fears. I feared disappointment by 
others; so, I often was disappointed. I feared rejection 
and rejection came frequently. I feared failure and 
feeling alone; I often fell short of my goals, if not 
exactly failing. Notwithstanding being in a room full of 
people, I often felt alone.
    I attended church for years, before beginning the 
path towards ordination. Rachel Held Evan’s book 
helped me to reflect upon those years. Looking back, 
I recognize that my fears began to shrink and my 
cynicism shrank. I was no longer all alone.
    Particularly the early years in church, were ones 
spent with a few people I loved, many I cared for and 
a couple that challenged my ability to offer Christian 
love, grace and forgiveness.
    While my ‘story’ differs significantly from Rachel 
Held Evans’ in some ways I still recognize my life in 
what she wrote. I particularly embrace this comment 
of hers, “I am a Christian, because Christianity names 
and addresses sin. It acknowledges the reality that the 
evil we observe in the world is also present within 
ourselves. It tells the truth about the human condition 
that we’re not okay.” (Searching for Sunday, page 67.) 
    Before going to church, I knew I wasn’t OK; after 
some time in an accepting church community, I knew 
it and also knew that there was hope. I also knew that 
I could no longer try fooling others or myself. Ms. 
Evans’ quote nails why I stuck around. 

    I stuck around, because in church I found people 
who recognized my brokenness and fears, yet 
accepted me. I experienced love and acceptance, 
which offered me hope. 
    Moreover, thanks be to God, a hope-filled 
transformation began to take root in my life, because 
of those few individuals. Through their Christian 
acceptance of me, I stuck around; despite the many 
less than Christian responses, I also received in church. 
Those few individuals helped me to see and to accept 
that I was God’s beloved child, and that I had always 
been acceptable to God. Most importantly, beyond 
their vulnerable sharing and explanation of their 
faith—their lives were examples of less than perfect 
people, trying to live faithfully in the church and world.
It was not all smooth sailing. Yet, time and time again, 
I experienced God’s eternal truth, that I am a beloved 
child; which still keeps me coming back to church, to 
this very day. 
    Staying engaged in church is not always easy. 
Nonetheless, the truth is I am a healthier Christian 
when I am in community with other broken 
Christians.  
    Messy, yes; however, my life is far more peaceful and 
loving,  than going it all on my own which is why I keep 
going to church. 

CHAPLAIN’S UPDATE
By Fr.  Tom Wilson

BG Community Garden Photo by Katy Huger
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    The big bad wolf would have a hard time at the 
new Myers Hall Assisted Living construction site, 
according to Belinda Grohman, of BCG Consulting 
LLC.  And now that the vertical framing has started 
on the first of the two new two-story wings, the 
shear wall installation can begin. “Shear walls are 
the structural part of the building that resists 
lateral forces such as wind and seismic activity,” 
she explained. “They keep the building from being 
blown down no matter how much you huff and 
puff.”  Belinda holds degrees in both construction 
and business, and as program manager, represents 
the interests of Bishop Gadsden at the site. The 
contractor is Samet out of Greensboro, North 
Carolina.
     The demolition of the Myers Hall wings began at 
the end of October.  Built in the 1980s, the two one-
story wings were taken down to their foundations 
and then the foundations were jackhammered up and 
the soil resurfaced.  The new two-story wings are 
being built on the old building’s footprints but are 
completely brand new from their top to their bottom 
foundation and substructure.  When completed, they 
will house 24 one- and two-bedroom apartments. 
Being built on a similar footprint, the foundations 
have a slightly larger dimension than those of the 
old building but are built on the same exact spot.  
However, they are now two stories tall instead of one, 
and meet today’s building codes, which have changed 
quite a lot since 1980.
    Establishing the foundations for the new buildings 
included installing almost 275 earthquake drains 
under each one.  Earthquake drains are tubes filled 
with stones that go down 20 to 30 feet.  When an 
earthquake strikes, the shaking turns the earth liquid, 
which can cause a building to collapse.  When there 
are earthquake drains under the building, the water 
goes into the tubes and keeps the foundation stable.
    Pilings are another way to support a building 
instead of earthquake drains.  Pilings, which are 
weight-bearing cement or steel columns driven into 
the ground, can be more expensive due to the depth 

of the Cooper River marl, which is bedrock that may 
extend to 200 feet below the surface. Pilings were 
considered during the design process but were not 
used on this project.
    Under both wings of the new buildings, the 
earthquake drains and under slab utilities are 
complete.  Storm drains that run from the courtyards 
to the existing pond at Bishop Gadsden’s main 
entrance have been installed. The first wing of the 
two buildings has begun vertical construction with 
the beginning of framing.  During the next four to 
six weeks, structural steel will be delivered and 
installation will commence.  The structural steel 
carries most of the compression load or weight of 
the building, transferring it to the foundation.  After 
the structural steel comes the installation of the 
roof trusses.  On the second wing, the footing and 
concrete slab installation will take place in the next 
three weeks.  Then it will also begin to go vertical.
    Building a building in the midst of other buildings 
can present challenges.  One must be sure where the 
utilities are located and build around them, Belinda 
explained.  You can run into major utility lines where 
they are not expected and you have to work around 
them or reroute them.  Also you have to be aware of 
the safety of the surrounding buildings and the people 
in them.  Because of this, plywood was installed on 
all the windows and doors of the buildings near 
the construction.  And with the pandemic, the 
construction management team wanted to make sure 
the workers, who come from many different areas of 
the country, came in a separate entrance, wore masks, 
and were a safe distance from the residents in case 
they had been exposed to the virus.
    Along with the construction, other important 
activities are going on.  The design team is busy 
planning the interior finishes along with the 
furnishings, curtains, blinds, rugs, artwork, and 
accessories. A signage company has even been hired 
to create the signs. They are all meeting every two 
weeks to ensure that everything in the new Myers 
Hall buildings will be perfect.

OUT WITH THE OLD, IN WITH THE NEW
By MP Wilkerson

EXCITING NEWS! 
We are thrilled to announce that we have been working 
on securing a donation and name for our new health and 
rehab center. With a gift of $5 million, we look forward 
to welcoming you to the Oprah Winfrey Health and 
Rehab Center! In case you haven’t realized, April Fools!
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    A Mexican farmer in 1943 was startled to see 
smoke rising from a small hill that had suddenly 
appeared on his land.  Twenty-four hours later, a 
newborn volcano towered 165 feet over his property 
and within a week, a 500-foot cone of lava had arisen 
in the field.  Classically, erupting lava or magma 
accumulates as a symmetrical mound, the top of 
which has a crater or a vent called a “caldera”.  Over 
the next two years, the farmer’s volcano reached a 
height of 1400 feet with a caldera that spanned over 
a half mile in diameter.  Planet Earth has over 10,000 
volcanoes, most of which are now extinct.  Volcanic 
eruptions have been responsible for the creation 
of many of the world’s islands, including Hawaii, the 
Azores, the Canaries, the Galapagos, and Iceland, 
which is said to have more volcanoes than any other 
place in the world.
    All of the 46 presently active volcanoes vent at 
the top, or apex of their cone.  However, Mount St. 
Helens in Washington State was an exception.  On 19 
April 1980, the massive stratovolcano formed a bulge 
on its northern side, which worried volcanologists 
since there was no open vent at the peak.  On 18 May 
1980, the lateral bulge rapidly expanded, causing an 
enormous avalanche of dirt and rock.  Minutes later, St. 
Helens violently erupted through its north side, killing 
57 people, some of whom were located as far as 18 
miles away.  In the process, the volcano lost 1300 feet 
of its peak, and totally devastated 250 million acres of 
forest.  An airline pilot flying well over 30 miles away 
from the eruption reported being suddenly pummeled 
with rocks.
    In April 1815, Mount Tambora on Sumbawa Island, 
Indonesia, produced the largest volcanic eruption 
in recorded history, which violently killed 10,000 
people.  Thick ash from the powerful explosion 
blocked the sun with such intensity that the world 
didn’t experience a spring or summer season that 
year.  Crops failed to grow and devastating famine was 
widespread.  American lakes and cisterns froze in July 
of that year in the extensive aftermath of Tambora’s 
eruption.  In August 1883, the Indonesian Krakatoa 
volcano erupted, claiming the lives of 30,000 people 
and causing a sea surge that was felt as far away as 
the English Channel.  In more recent times, geologists 
examining ice cores in Greenland have determined 
that 73,000 years ago when the massive Indonesian 
volcano Toba erupted, six years of winter followed and 

the Earth’s human population was reduced to a few 
thousand.
    So much more is known about outer space than 
the mysteries of our Earth’s ocean depths or the 
secrets of its inner core.  The distance from the 
Earth’s surface to its center is a staggering 3,959 
miles - yet its crust is only 25 miles thick.  The deepest 
mines are the diamond mines of South Africa, which 
are less than two miles below ground.  In comparison, 
most ore mines are less than a mile deep.  In 1936, 
Danish female seismologist Inge Lehmann discovered 
that the Earth has two cores - a solid inner core 
tucked inside an outer core composed of molten 
rocks, which are the source of the Earth’s magnetism.  
The steady movement of the molten liquid (caused by 
the Earth’s spinning on its axis at 1,000 miles per hour 
at the equator) provides the Planet its magnetism.  
Without this magnetic protection, cosmic rays would 
destroy the DNA of all living organisms, making life 
impossible.  Interestingly, both Planet Mars and the 
Moon are devoid of a major global magnetic field.    
    Yellowstone National Park, dedicated by President 
U.S. Grant on 1 March 1872, spreads over 2.2 
million acres shared by four states.  In the 1960s, 
distinguished scientist Bob Christiansen of the U.S. 
Geological Survey was studying the volcanic history 
of Yellowstone.  Dr. Christiansen was well aware 
of Yellowstone’s numerous vents, as evidenced by 
its multitude of geysers, hot springs, and bubbling 
mud pots.  However, he could not identify a 
caldera, or central vent, a feature characteristic 
of most volcanoes.  Around that time, NASA was 
experimenting with a high altitude camera.  During 
a flyover, NASA took pictures of Yellowstone, which 
were presented to the Parks Superintendent for 
display in the Visitors’ Center.  When Dr. Christiansen 
viewed these photographs, he realized, to his 
astonishment, that the entire park was the caldera, 
which measured some 45 miles across.  Yellowstone 
is a supervolcano, which is an unusually large volcano 
that has the potential to produce an eruption with 
major effects on the global climate and ecosystem.  
Its magma chamber (pool of liquid rock beneath 
the surface) is 45 miles in diameter and eight miles 
thick.  Most of Yellowstone National Park sits on 
an enormous reservoir of molten rock 125 miles 
beneath the Earth’s surface.  Geologists estimate that 
Yellowstone last erupted some 630,000 years ago and 

BACK IN TIME: VOLCANOES
By Jack Hisley, M.D.
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around 100 times prior to that.  The Earth’s crust over 
the chamber of molten rock is relatively thin.  Should 
Yellowstone erupt, ash would cover 19 states and 
block the Sun’s rays for many months. Crop growth in 
the nation’s Midwest would be hindered until the ash 
was removed.  Considering that it took workers eight 
months to clear 1.8 billion tons of debris from 16 
acres of the World Trade Center site, imagine clearing 
that amount of ash from the entire farm belt!  Also, life 
would probably be unsustainable for more than 1,000 
miles from the eruption site.
    Earthquakes are often precursors of impending 
volcanic eruptions.  Presently, Yellowstone experiences 
more than 1200 rumblings per year, most of which 
are less than 2.5 on the Richter scale, and are 
barely perceptible.  Another warning sign would be 
manifest by a change in geyser activity, which erupt 
when underground water heated by volcanic rock 
gets trapped and eventually escapes through surface 
fissures.  Also, a bulge or uplifting in the park’s 
ground surface would signal a cause for concern.  
Yellowstone Lake is located mostly in the park’s 
center.  Interestingly, in 1973, a bulge formed beneath 
the lake’s northern shore, causing water to escape 
from its southern end.
    In the year 2000, scientists and representatives 
from the U.S. Geological Survey and the National 

Park Service formed a group called the “Yellowstone 
Volcano Observatory”.  Their charge was the 
development of an action plan should a crisis occur.  It 
was decided that volcanologists would continuously 
monitor changes in vent activity, seismic activity, 
and terrain changes to determine the relative risk 
of eruption.  So informed, the Park Superintendent 
would initiate a predetermined evacuation plan.  
Understandably, a full evacuation of the park should an 
eruption be pending would present a huge challenge, 
considering that the park attracts three to four 
million visitors each year.  Given the size of a potential 
explosion, the eruption of Supervolcano Yellowstone 
would be disastrous.  Its aftermath, in terms of initial 
loss of life, destruction of America’s farmland, and 
the inevitable famine for those who survive would 
be unimaginable.  Perhaps Yellowstone is in perpetual 
quiescence.
    Mount Vesuvius in Italy was active for 300 years 
prior to its most recent eruption in March 1944, seven 
months after the Allied invasion of Italy.  Fortunately, 
Italian Vesuvio has been quiet ever since.  So perhaps 
the concern for volcanologists like Bob Christiansen 
is for naught.  As we learn more about outer space, 
the ocean’s depths, and the Earth’s core, scientists 
are discovering risks that we cannot control and in 
most cases, cannot remove.  In light of the infinite 
possibilities, it isn’t surprising that some may conclude 
that the universe may not want us to be here. 

   The Chapel at Bishop Gadsden has received the beautiful gift of a new Altar Cross 
from former President/CEO Bill Trawick.  It is a solid brass St. Philip trefoil cross with a 
passionflower motif matching the processional cross. The new Altar Cross was installed and 
dedicated on Palm Sunday. A handsome brass plaque acknowledging the gift, made in honor of 
Sarah Tipton’s appointment as President/CEO, is now mounted on the left wall of the chancel. 
It is placed just above the plaque commemorating the gift of the altar candlesticks in 2005 in 
honor of Bill Trawick’s 20th year of service to Bishop Gadsden at the time the Chapel was 
opened. 
  Although the arrival and subsequent dedication of the Altar Cross was greatly delayed due to 
the pandemic, we give thanks that it is now in service.  As former Bishop Gadsden Chaplain, 
The Rev. Floyd Finch, noted, “the Chapel is becoming more and more complete.”  We are 
grateful for this generous gift and its beautiful symbolism that will be a focal point in the 
Chapel.

THE CHAPEL AT BISHOP GADSDEN RECEIVES NEW ALTAR CROSS 

The Tipton family (Lilly, Tim, Sarah) joined by Bill Trawick 
and John Stewart


