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Bishop Gadsden Confirms First Cases of COVID-19 
 
 

(Charleston, SC – March 22, 2020) Bishop Gadsden Episcopal Retirement Community received 

confirmation late Saturday, March 21, 2020, that two residents (in one household) had confirmed positive 

cases of COVID-19. The cases were reported to DHEC by the testing physician at MUSC.  
 

The residents, who live in the apartment and cottage community of Bishop Gadsden, have been in self-

isolation requested by Bishop Gadsden since March 3 when they returned from international travel. They 

have not been ill and have been diligent in complying with their restrictions. In an abundance of caution, 

they and their primary care physician sought testing before their quarantine period was to end.  
 

Upon receiving the report, Bishop Gadsden responded immediately to disinfect all common spaces 

around the residence and notify members of the Community. “We have been proactive in every way 

possible to protect and support our Community in the face of COVID-19. We are incredibly thankful that 

the residents affected have remained in good health and that the isolation, testing, and communication 

has mitigated further exposure,” said President/CEO Sarah Tipton.  
 

Bishop Gadsden has taken all prudent actions to prevent the spread of illness within the Community. 

Beginning more than three weeks ago, a series of precautions have been put into place including: 

 monitoring resident travel 

 asking residents who recently traveled to self-isolate 

 canceling Community activities and programs 

 closing dining venues and fitness centers 

 restricting visitors 

 quarantining health care residents 

 asking team members to limit out-of-state travel 

 screening all team members and essential vendors 

 encouraging only medically necessary resident travel off-campus 
 

These measures have all been in an effort to keep the Bishop Gadsden Community as safe and healthy as 

possible. While it is hoped these actions hinder the virus, Bishop Gadsden leadership has continued 

conscientiously planning and preparing to respond effectively to the advancing health threat.   
 

As Charleston County, and beyond, sees an escalation in cases of COVID-19, Bishop Gadsden continues 

to promote the importance of personal action to protect seniors and other vulnerable populations. Daily 

communications to the Bishop Gadsden Community encourage all to follow CDC guidelines of practicing 

proper hand hygiene and social distancing to prevent the further spread of COVID-19. 
 

 

About Bishop Gadsden Episcopal Retirement Community:  Bishop Gadsden is a thriving life plan 
retirement community on over 120 acres of lush marshlands and majestic oaks on James Island, just 10 
minutes from downtown Charleston. A top City of Charleston employer, Bishop Gadsden is nationally 
recognized for its architectural design, high-quality programs and services; offering its 500 residents the 
amenities, support, and freedom to live truly extraordinary lives.   
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