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The Rt. Rev. Christopher Edwards Gadsden
Bishop of South Carolina 1840 ð1852.

Bishop Gadsden formally opened The 
Episcopal Church Home for Widows 
and Orphans at a religious service at 
St. Stephenõs Chapel, located on 
Anson Street, on April 15, 1850.



The Original Home at 55 Laurens Street.



The home served at several locations on the 
Charleston peninsula from 1850 ð1929.

In 1909 the Childrenõs Orphanage was 
moved to York, South Carolina and 
became The Episcopal Church Home for 
Children, now known as York Place.



This Greek revival mansion at 12 Bee Street was given to The Episcopal 
Church Home for Women by W. King McDowell in 1929.  The Home 
remained at this location until 1981.



Bee Street Home Brochure



Bee Street Home Brochure



With new laws regulating such facilities, the Church 
Home on Bee Street became too expensive to operate 
and maintain, and the trustees embarked on a plan to 
replace it.  In November of 1973, a special committee 
was formed to search for a site and begin to plan for a 
modern new facility.

On June 20, 1974, The Episcopal Church Home bought 
property at the corner of St. Philip and Vanderhorst
Streets (the site of the present Charleston Water 
Systems Building, directly behind the Cathedral). The 
property was purchased from the City for $250,000 
after the City of Charleston decided to build a new 
police station on Lockwood Boulevard rather than on 
this site.



It was the intention of the Trustees and the Diocese to 
build a facility much like the Canterbury House, 
which is downtown today and sponsored by the 
Diocese.  For the next two years plans were drawn, an 
application for a FHA loan was made, and a contractor 
was selected.

Soon problems began to surface, including the FHA loan 
which did not get approved.  On September 21, 1978, 
the decision was made to abandon the St. Philip Street 
site.  The Trustees then turned their efforts back to 
the Bee Street Home, with the hopes of modernizing it 
so as to meet the requirements necessary to comply 
with regulations.  Several other sites on the peninsula 
were also considered for relocating the home. These 
efforts went on for the next three years with little 
progress.



On January 22, 1981, the vestry of St. James Episcopal 
Church on James Island informed the Church Home 
Trustees that it had forty-six acres of land across from 
the church and would be willing to donate fives acres for 
a replacement home for the elderly. In addition, they 
committed to donating additional property as needed by 
the Church Home for future expansion. The Trustees 
accepted the St. Jamesõ offer.  They also decided that the 
facility be given a new name. In January 1984, the name 
òBishop Gadsden Episcopal Retirement Communityó 
was decided upon.  (Although this is the name the 
community uses to do business today, òThe Episcopal 
Church Homeó remains our official corporate name.)



St. James Episcopal Church


