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The Rt. Rev. Christopher Edwards Gadsden
Bishop of South Carolina 1840852.

: "P'l',‘, 19‘ eyl

Bishop Gadsden formally opened The
Episcopal Church Home for Widows
and Orphans at a religious service at
St. Stephends Cha
Anson Street, on April 15, 1850.



C. 1818

18 Jervey built this substan
5,‘ ' onahighbrbkbanw;i :
- about 1818, The exterior walls are ¢ :
~ feet thick and are coustructed of English

Pbrick.The iuterior woodwork is haud-
carved, and the mantles and recessed
windows represcut the best of American
Adam Style, A graund and sturdy handrail
Curves gracefully to the attic,
Tradition says powder kegs were
placed in the base weat with the inteation
of blowing up the hwuse to prevent the
spread of the 1838 Ansonborough fire,

Fortunately, this home escaped the
path of the fire.

The Original Home at 55 Laurens Street.
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The home served at several locations on the
Charleston peninsula from 1860929.

Il n 1909 the Chil dr en
moved to York, South Carolina and
became The Episcopal Church Home for
Children, now known as York Place.
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This Greek revival mansion at 12 Bee Street was given to The Episcopal
Church Home for Women by W. King McDowell in 1929. The Home
remained at this location until 1981.




APPLICATION FOR ADMISSION

Application forms can be secured by writing to
the Superintendent of the Home at 12 Bee Street.
When the application has been completed, the
Board of Control will then act upon it, Residents
must be able to attend to their personal needs
and come to the dining room, They have no other
duties, for all meals are prepared by excellent
cooks and their rooms cleaned by the maids.
Three ladie_a. employees of the Home, are on duty
around the clock each one working as a Super-
visor lfor one eight-hour shift,

This Tnstitution is not a nurging hospita! nor
is it an intermediate nursing facility, 1t is, how-
ever, licensed for its work by the State Depart-
ment of Welfare and conforms to their regula-
tions concerning the storage and administration
of medicines for each resident, ete. The residents,
however, are given as much care as possible.

1WRGE WY 7T

LOV6Z TUOTE) WNOS ‘UOsIIEY)
swoy yomy) [ededsds Ay,

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH HOME
12 Bee Street

Charleston, South Carolina

THE PURPOSE

This Home iz under the contro] of the Diocese
of South Carolina represented by a Beard of
Trustees elected by the Convention of the Dio-
cese, The purpose is to provide “a Christian Tn-
stitution for the care of persons who cannot pro-
vide a home for themselves,” This extension of
operation W include persons of other denomina-
tions without any residency requirements was




HISTORY

This Institution was commenced in 1850 in
Churleston, S, C. On the oecasion of the Third
Anniversary of the founding of this Home, Bishop
Davis, the Diocezan, said, “Who shall say that
this Institution ghall not yet furnish a rich har-
vest of souls and fature daunghters of the Church
rise up and call us blessed? To bless, is God's,
It is ours to work. With Him be the issue; with
uz the prayers, the duly, and the faithfulness.”

In 1852 the Home was first incorporated as
“The Church Home.” Not only ladies but slso
children were residents of the Home for many
vears, so that by 1879 the corporate name was
changed to the “Church Home and Orphanage.”
The Convention of the Diccese in 1906 assumed
vesponsibility for the operation of thig Institution.
This Corporation operated two departments, (1)
“The Church Ilome” for women in Charleston;
{2) "The Church Home Orphanage” for children
in York., The children were moved to York in
1909, TIn 1948 this Corporation was divided into
two corporate entities with ate Boards of
Trustees; ie., "The Episcopal Church Home for
Women,” and “The Episcopal Church Home for
Children.” In 1968 the Convention of the Dio-
cese of Upper South Carolina withdrew its par-
ticipation in the operation of the Home,

THE GIFT OF THE LATE 7
W. KING McDOWELL -~

The Home has operated at its present location
gince 1929 in the very five, old, altractive and
distinguished dwelllng house at 12 Bee Street.
This property was conveved to the Home by the
1ate W. King MeDowell in fee simple but with the
following condition: that the aforesaid property
could be sold for building another Home in the
city limits of Charleston but if it vere sold for
another purpose, then this valusble house and
lot would revert to the heirs of Mr, McDowell,

THE BOARD OF CONTROL

The Board of Coniro! is set up and authorized
by the Trusteez to regulate the internal affairs
of the Home and is composed of comrunicants
of the Dincese of South Carolina nominated by
the Board of Control and confirmed by the Trus-
tees.

DINING ROOM

FIRE PROTECTICN

The regulations set forth by the State Firve
Marshal have been ohserved thoroughly. Each
room is wired by the A.D.T, system to the Char-
leston Fire Department so that there is an auty.
matie fire aloem i a five should start in any
room, Algo, a sprinkler system has been installed
throughout the buildings. In addition, a fire es-
cape stairway has been installed from the third
and second story front porches to the ground,
There i8 an elevator for the residents.

RELIGIOUS LIFE

This beautiful chapel is an integral part of the
main building. The Chaplain not only gives pas-

Bee Street Home Brochure

toral supervision over the residents {rom time to
time but also provides for celebrations of the
Holy Communion every Wednesday; also for
LEvening Prayer and Sermon every Sunday after-
noon. On Sunday morning the residents are {ree to
attend the Charleston Churches of their choice.

FINANCIAL SUPTORT

The income with which to operaio the Howme
comes from the following szources: (1) Monthly
bodrd paid by the residents; at the present time
the charge is $225.00 per month, (2) Income from
invested funds. (8) Gifts from the Episcopal
Church Women of the Diocese of 8, C. and other
friends of the Iome. (4) An annual offering
from the Churches of the Diocese. (5) Memorisl
ﬂ'm in lieu of flowers at funerals are sent to the

ome. Bach gift is acknowledged by a card to the
donor and also a card giving full information to
the family of the deceased. (6) The Annual
Budget of the Diocese of 8. C.

FELLOWSHIP AT THE HOME

One of the outstanding features of this Home
is the wonderful fellowship which the residents
have with each other. Also, for entertainment
there are books, teas, trips, radio, color television,
ete. Each resident is allowed to have an air eon-
ditioning unit and also a telephone; payment for
the utility charge for these two items must he
made by each individual, The Episcopal Church
Women of the Diocese, especially in the Charles-
ton arvea, do much to help the residents hy-way of
interest and entertainment,
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With new laws regulating such facilities, the Church
Home on Bee Street became too expensive to operate
and maintain, and the trustees embarked on a plan to
replace it. In November of 1973, a special committee
was formed to search for a site and begin to plan for a
modern new facility.

On June 20, 1974, The Episcopal Church Huoaght
property at the corner of St. Philip aManderhorst
Streets (the site of the present Charleston Water
Systems Building, directly behind the Cathedral). The
property was purchased from the City for $250,000
after the City of Charleston decided to build a new
pholice station on Lockwood Boulevard rather than on
this site.
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It was the intention of the Trustees and the Diocese to
build a facility much like the Canterbury House,
which is downtown today and sponsored by the
Diocese. For the next two years plans were drawn, ar
application for a FHA loan was made, and a contracto
was selected.

Soon problems began to surface, including the FHA loar
which did not get approved. On September 21, 1978,
the decision was made to abandon the St. Philip Stree
site. The Trustees then turned their efforts back to
the Bee Street Home, with the hopes of modernizing i
S0 as to meet the requirements necessary to comply
with regulations. Several other sites on the peninsula
were also considered for relocating the home. These
efforts went on for the next three years with little
progress.
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On January 22, 1981, the vestry of St. James Episcopal
Church on James Island informed the Church Home
Trustees that it had fortysix acres of land across from
the church and would be willing to donate fives acres for
a replacement home for the elderly. In addition, they
committed to donating additional property as needed by
the Church Home for future expansion. The Trustees
accepted the St. JamesoOo o
facility be given a new name. In January 1984, the name
OBi shop Gadsden Epi scopal
was decided upon. (Although this is the name the
community uses to do busi
Church Homed remains our
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St. James Episcopal Church



