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P A R T  O N E :  P R E L U D E  T O  T H E  A T O M I C  B O M B  

V i n c e  L a n n i e  

    By the middle of 1944, the 

situation in the Pacific sector 

had altered, and it was obvious 

that the Japanese war effort was 

clearly on the defensive and 

would eventually collapse.   Yet 

America still remained engaged 

in a massive war with the 

Empire of Japan, and by 1945 

work on the U.S. development 

of an atomic bomb was nearing completion.  

   But it would not come easily. The Japanese 

fought rapaciously for every island group 

and engaged in air kamikaze attacks on 

American warships causing significant 

damage. In addition, Japanese forces fought 

savagely in bloody battles for the islands of 

Okinawa and Iwo Jima, while still 

maintaining a standing army of over two 

million men prepared to protect its homeland 

islands against an American invasion. 

According to Japanese defensive plans, 

termed Operation Ketsago, army units would 

be sustained by a homeland force of over 28 

million men and women ready to die for 

their country. Casualties would be 

astronomical, and it was estimated that 

millions would die in this effort. But defense 

of the motherland came first.  

   General Douglas MacArthur, Supreme 

Commander of the Pacific sphere of action, 

believed that Japanese submission would 

inevitably occur, and he developed a military 

plan called Operation Olympic. The first 

stage would begin with heavy air attacks on 

Kyushu’s air bases, half an hour from the 

main Japanese island of Honshu, in concert 

with hundreds of thousands of invading 

soldiers. In the second phase, designated 

Operation Coronet, MacArthur would land 

additional troops on Honshu and hook up 

with the initial stage for a final victory effort. 

This was a costly and bloody move with an 
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estimated “million casualties to 

American forces.” Such 

numbers staggered the Army 

Chief of Staff, General George 

Marshall, as he contemplated the 

use of poison gas and even 

considered the use of biological 

weapons against Japan. 

   While these invasion plans 

were being formulated, the 

Manhattan Project, supported with the covert 

approval of President Roosevelt, had been 

secretly working on the development of an 

atomic bomb. Approximately one hundred 

thousand scientists were involved at 37 

divergent installations in 13 universities, all 

directed by Brigadier General Leslie Groves. 

In time, Groves centralized the entire project 

to an isolated laboratory in Los Alamos, New 

Mexico, to be directed by J. Robert 

Oppenheimer.  Finally, in July 1945 a trial 

atomic bomb detonation was successfully 

exploded in the New Mexico desert with 

devastating results. 

   What is generally unknown and rarely 

acknowledged concerning the unyielding 

Japanese refusal to capitulate to superior 

American air, sea, and troop power was a 

secret Japanese program to develop its own 

nuclear weapons. This program begun in 

1939 under Dr. Yoshio Nishina, a 

contemporary of Albert Einstein, who 

recognized the power of nuclear fission and 

realized that America was simultaneously 

working on nuclear weapons to be used 

against Japan in case of war. To accelerate 

investigation, Nishina formed a committee—

similar to the Manhattan Group—that met 10 

times during 1942 and 1943 and erroneously 

concluded that it would be too difficult for the 

United States to actualize “the application of 

atomic power during the war.” It has even 

been suggested by some, but never verified by 

http://www.bishopgadsden.org/community_life/newsroom.html
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  This September, THIS MONTH, wonderful pastries and bread are 

being created and eaten here at Bishop Gadsden. Even if we 

thought we had tasted everything at our age, we have not!  Under 

the direction of our energetic Executive Chef, Ted Jackson, and our 

seasoned pastry chef from Charleston Grill, Emily Cookson, the 

display cases will welcome new treats. Meanwhile, our culinary 

graduate, Sheena Moroney, continues to rise to the occasion 

presenting a grand assortment of cakes and pies. (I think I gained 

40 pounds just writing this paragraph.) 

   The plan is to enrich our gustatory experiences. One of the many 

ideas being executed, formulated in Ted’s mind, is to make a two-

day multigrain starter utilizing quinoa, oats, wheat bran, polenta 

and buckwheat, for multigrain sour-dough bread. Currently our bakery is making all the pizza dough, all bread for 

Winningham, focaccia for the trattoria in the Market Place Café, and launching a daily new assortment of freshly 

baked muffins and scones. Focaccia, homemade pizza dough, and homemade muffins are on the menu daily.  

  Residents may place orders through Catering for larger quantities of cookies, whole pies and cakes. And Chef 

Jackson is getting his soufflé items together to make ME a Grand Marnier Soufflé for dessert one night. This is not 

just pie in the sky.  Just you wait.  It is coming soon.  

I, “new in office and less flexible in diplomacy,” differed from 

Roosevelt’s more circumspect views in dealing with 

contentious decisions. He thus concluded without hesitation that 

use of an atomic bomb on Japan was the best option for 

achieving a quick and complete victory without a bloody 

invasion costing thousands of American lives. 

   There was one additional criterion in Truman’s consideration 

to drop the bomb and that was the concept of revenge. Japan 

had secretly and without warning deliberately attacked the 

United States while both countries were in the process of 

negotiating a peaceful solution to their differences. “The 

Japanese began the war,” declared Truman, and now they had 

to suffer its frightful consequences. Furthermore, he did not 

forget the unprovoked Pearl Harbor attack and the infamous 

Bataan Death March. And so he defended the use of an atomic 

bomb with these memorable and indelible words: 

   We [will use the atomic bomb] against those who attacked 

us without warning at Pearl Harbor, against those who…

starve and beat and execute American prisoners of war, 

against those who abandon all pretense of obeying 

international laws of warfare. We [will use] it in order to 

shorten the agony of war, [in order to save thousands and 

thousands of young Americans. 

   This was Truman’s ultimate answer to Pearl Harbor and 

the Bataan Death March. 

   Now Truman was ready to drop an atomic bomb on Japan 

and in scornful language he repeated this admonition: 

“When you have to deal with a beast, you have to treat him 

as a beast.” Hiroshima was about to experience this 

historic reprimand. (Parts 2-4 in future publications.) 

P R E L U D E  T O  T H E  A T O M I C  B O M B  C O N T ’ D

credible evidence, that the Japanese had successfully tested a 

nuclear weapon of its own in Japanese-held Korea but not on a 

scale to make it militarily effective. This allegation was 

presented in a 1985 book, Japan’s Secret: Japan’s Race to Build 

Its Own Atomic Bomb, but summarily dismissed by prominent 

scientists writing in prestigious journals. True or not, Japan was 

aware of the development of nuclear power as a deterrent in its 

struggle with the United States.  

   During this period (spring and summer of 1945), President 

Roosevelt had died suddenly of a coronary thrombosis and was 

succeeded by Vice President Harry Truman. Truman attended 

the Potsdam Conference (not far from Berlin) together with 

Winston Churchill of Great Britain and Joseph Stalin of Russia 

to negotiate a post-war settlement in Europe and the future 

surrender of Japan. Truman, who had not been briefed about 

the atomic program until after Roosevelt’s death, kept the news 

to himself but quickly came to the conclusion that atomic 

weapons would eventually defeat Japan. Up until that time, six 

months of intense strategic bombing of 37 Japanese cities, 

especially Tokyo, had done little to break the Japanese resolve 

to continue the war. At the same time, Truman suspected a 

presumptuous and imminent Russian attack on Japanese-held 

Manchuria in order to participate in future surrender 

negotiations with its inevitable rewards. Moreover, he worried 

about the number of American casualties anticipated in an 

invasion of Japan. Japan, however, remained obstinate in 

rejecting the Potsdam “unconditional surrender” formula with 

no special consideration for the role of the emperor in any 

agreement.  

   Truman, always his own man, a former soldier in World War 

P I E S ,  C A K E S ,  P A S T R I E S , O H  M Y !  

K a t h y  H a r m s
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   I was wondering what I would write about this month and the sermon at church this past 

Sunday had two important aspects which resonated our own BG Community story: heritage and 

hospitality.  

     I would venture to say there are few senior service organizations with roots deeper than 

Bishop Gadsden, with our origination in 1850 as a home for widows and orphans. Our heritage 

continued with the separating into two homes, one for children in York, SC, and ours being a home for women in 

downtown Charleston for over four decades. With the move to James Island in the 1980’s, we have continued to 

evolve into the premier award-winning retirement community for which we are recognized today. 

     Hospitality has also been an integral part of our heritage. From the very beginning, when we only had Myers 

Hall, Bishop Gadsden has been a vibrant, welcoming place. We have never seen ourselves as an “island unto 

ourselves”; rather, we have desired to be part of the greater community. That’s why it was very intentional that our 

Chapel was placed front and center, to say to all who enter—or just pass by—that we are a Community founded on 

faith and love for one another. I also like to think of our open-curved fence at the entrance as “welcoming arms”, 

embracing our residents, staff and friends as they enter our Community.  

     At this very time, 30 years ago, in the summer of 1986, generous individuals were raising funds to begin this 

Community. Since that time, residents, donors, and friends have invested in making this Community the incredible 

place it is today. We all—both residents and staff—feel grateful to be here and be a part of our Community’s 

continuing story. However, we must remember that we are here today because of those many individuals who came 

before us, and as we continue to be good stewards, let us all pray that Bishop Gadsden will continue to say 

“Welcome home!” for many years to come.         

M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T / C E O  

B i l l  T r a w i c k  

F a i t h  D o d g e

   “Sprinkle the Day with Happiness,” that is 

the welcoming sign on the door to Mary 

Ilene Leonard’s apartment. I feel blessed to 

have had the opportunity to visit Mary for an 

interview about the life of one of our Myers 

Hall residents. 

   Mary is 91-years-old and has a memory we 

all would envy. She has lived in Charleston her entire 

life, having grown up on Pitt Street on the Peninsula. 

She graduated from the College of Charleston and was 

attending the Medical University when she was 

approached with the opportunity of accepting a position 

with the University. She became a Registered Medical 

Technologist. This began her 33-year career with Dr. 

Ellis, who was her mentor since the death of her father, 

while she was attending C of C. He also was her friend 

and colleague. Mary was given a Faculty Appointment 

at MUSC and taught medical students alongside Dr. 

Ellis.  

   There were three major medical epidemics during her 

tenure which hit the Charleston area and rural areas 

beginning in 1941. The first was Syphilis, for which she 

was giving 200 tests per week. Then came the Polio 

epidemic and then HIV. All of these epidemics were 

devastating to all people due to the spread of these 

diseases and the lack of knowledge at the time as to 

what the causes could be. Fortunately Mary had a good 

immune system which served her well 

throughout those difficult years.  

   After 33 years at the Medical University, 

Mary was considering retirement when she 

was advised by her mentor that she must stay 

active. She was too young to retire and had so 

much yet to give to others. One of her former 

students had become a pathologist at Roper Hospital and 

asked her to join him as his assistant. Another 22 years at 

Roper were added to her accomplishments.  Mary was 

then informed due to an eye problem she would no 

longer be able to use a microscope to make diagnoses as 

she had done for so many years. Therefore, retirement 

was the right choice after a 55-year medical career. 

   Mary enjoys her days at Myers Hall where she is 

visited by many of her friends, old colleagues, and 

former students. This was my first visit to Myers Hall, 

and I was pleased to see the professionalism of the staff, 

the lovely surroundings, and the genuine, thoughtful care 

given to all the residents there.  

   Mary has given so much to so many over the years. Now she is 

being cared for by the most capable people. I am so pleased to 

share her story with our fellow residents. We have many 

interesting people here, and often we never get the opportunity to 

hear all their wonderful stories. What a pleasure it was for me to 

hear all of Mary’s remembrances. She certainly does “Sprinkle 

the Day with Happiness.” 
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C U R R E N T  E V E N T S :  P R E S I D E N T I A L  R A C E  

N o e l  F e r g u s o n  

   On Tuesday afternoon, August 16, we had a busy Current Events session. 

The coming presidential race was the main topic, and it was very interesting 

that neither Hillary Clinton nor Donald Trump seemed to have enthusiastic  

support. One man did say that he was firmly for Hillary Clinton. My general 

impression was that most people were choosing the lesser of evils.  

    Ted MacDermott had prepared ballots so that we could have a straw vote. 

Each of the four parties on the ballot (Democratic, Republican, Libertarian, and Green) had both presidential and 

vice-presidential candidates listed. Hillary received 6 votes, Trump 23, and Johnson (the Libertarian) 2. Lindsey 

Graham, Jeb Bush, “undecided”, and “no vote” were all one. Two people who arrived late and did not cast ballots 

told me that they would have voted for Mrs. Clinton. A regular at our sessions, who was unable to cast a ballot, told 

me he was for Trump. Consequently, we can say Trump led Hillary by 24 to 8 or 3 to 1. I was impressed by the 

general lack of enthusiasm for the candidates. Ted did a good job with the ballots, and I thank him for his work.  

   A lively discussion followed about the presidential race, and it was certainly entertaining, but inconclusive. I 

doubt that many, or even one, changed their views. It certainly helped us prepare for the decision we must make in 

November. Personally, I shall not make a firm decision until November 1.  

   Although the presidential race was our most important topic, and took far more than half of our time, we did 

discuss other matters briefly. The bloodshed in certain cities and the attacks on police in Dallas and Baton Rouge 

and elsewhere were important. Immigration is a major topic in the presidential campaign. We discussed China’s 

extension of its authority in the South China Sea and approaching the Philippines.  The troubles in Turkey and the 

Middle East and the seeming impossibility of stopping them were discussed.  

   Climate change was also raised. This has been a very hot summer. July was a record hot month. Some talk of 

manmade pollution (and its danger), but sometimes it’s just nature itself.  

Ticket Votes 

D:  Clinton and Kaine 6 

R:  Trump and Pence 23 

L:  Johnson and Weld 2 

Undecided 1 

Lindsey Graham 1 

Jeb Bush 1 

No Vote 1 

   Several weeks ago we had the 

opportunity to welcome Sally’s nephew 

from Oklahoma for a brief visit to see 

Charleston and BG. We felt that no first 

visit to Charleston would be complete 

without seeing one of our old historic 

plantations and thought Magnolia would be perfect.  

   When we reached our destination, I was surprised to 

find that much of Charleston had chosen to do the same 

thing. We expected it to be crowded on a Saturday, but 

we were unprepared for the cast of hundreds that had 

arrived ahead of us. After squeezing into a parking space 

and then walking to the ticket building, we quickly 

discovered this was no ordinary Saturday. Oh no! This 

was the annual ladybug celebration. Magnolia was filled 

with dozens of tents selling and displaying things from 

pet snakes and turtles to every possible snack food that 

kids should not be eating. While Chris (Sally’s nephew) 

and Sally strolled the grounds in 90 degree heat, I 

retreated to a shady spot where families stopped to cool 

off and eat ice cream. As I sat there, it seemed that most 

of the children under five had chosen to cool off in the 

same place. It was then I realized that they could buy not 

only food, but ladybug costumes as well—ladybug 

wings, shorts, antennae, and tutus. Many came already 

T H E  M A G I C  O F  L A D Y B U G  D A Y  

R a y  H o u l i h a n  

attired in ladybug paraphernalia because 

of a promised contest with prizes to be 

awarded. After reading for weeks about 

the Zika virus, it seemed great to 

celebrate a bug that doesn’t harm anyone 

and perhaps could have been designed by 

Walt Disney himself and, in fact is extremely beneficial 

to mankind. As I noticed the children, many were 

clutching small clear cups. On closer scrutiny they were 

filled with our clever little bugs poised for release to help 

our farmers take care of their crops. As it turned out, 

150,000 ladybugs were released that day. 

   As I sat there watching these young families enjoying 

their outing, it reminded me that years ago, as a young 

parent, I was doing the same thing. Unfortunately, we 

never did celebrate ladybug day, but we certainly had fun 

chasing fireflies. Despite the gloomy news we see every 

day, American families continue to live their lives as 

generations always have and will continue to do into the 

future.  

   Odd as it may seem, ladybug day is another story of 

America that makes it such a special place. Democracy is 

extremely messy, but where else in the world can you 

celebrate a tiny red and black bug? It was something like 

the 4th of July without the fireworks and flags! 
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    In 1948, the World Health Organization 

(WHO) established a monitoring system for 

influenza. The system consists of 110 

laboratories located in 82 countries. The 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC) in Atlanta, along with international 

reference laboratories in London, Tokyo, and 

Melbourne provide ongoing comprehensive 

surveillance and monitoring. Timely 

identification of mutations of old viruses, 

which are responsible for seasonal flu adjustments, can 

be made for each seasonal flu vaccine. In addition to 

tracking seasonal flu viruses, WHO scientists are also 

searching for signs of the emergence of new flu viruses 

that could cause a pandemic similar to the ones that 

occurred in 1918, 1957, and 1968. 

   Vaccines are not perfect, but they offer valuable 

protection, especially for the elderly and the very young.  

Usually the vaccine covers three or four types of flu 

viruses most likely to cause each season’s flu. Scientists 

who develop vaccines based on detailed analysis of 

information provided by the reference laboratories try to 

predict which virus type(s) will be dominant. When they 

are on target, the vaccine protects very well for an entire 

flu season. To provide broad-scale coverage, vaccines 

must be produced in massive quantities well before the 

flu season begins. 

   Several antiviral drugs, such as Tamiflu, are currently 

available. If taken within 48 hours of the onset of flu 

symptoms, these medications do have some effect in 

modifying the disease course. However, while the 

antivirals show some promise, they are not the entire 

answer. 

   Influenza is highly contagious. The human host 

becomes the perfect germ dispensary. Flu-related 

coughing and sneezing of virus particles ensures that 

others in close contact will become infected. Since 

individuals are already infected and contagious 

D O C  T A L K :  S E A S O N A L  I N F L U E N Z A  

D r .  J a c k  H i s l e y  

   Hello, all!  Hope everyone is having a lovely summer and is ready for the fall! 

   Dr. Levern Livingston and I would like very much to have a book review, so to speak, 

on the book Being Mortal, by Atul Gawande. I know there are many at Bishop Gadsden 

who have read it, but there are many who have not. It is a wonderfully down-to-earth 

book, written by a surgeon, about issues which tend to come up late in life.   

   There are many discussion-worthy ideas in the book, and we would very much like to 

start a dialogue about some of them. We will plan to reserve a room in early October, one afternoon, so, if you 

haven’t read it, and think you would be interested in participating in a discussion about it, please read it and plan to 

attend! We will post the time and place in next month’s GAB.   

C a r o l i n e  B a i l e y , P A

approximately two to three days prior to the 

onset of symptoms, vaccination is clearly the 

preventive method of choice. Sir Ronald 

Ross, a British army surgeon who won a 

Nobel Prize in 1903, set the stage for a new 

way of thinking about infectious disease 

outbreaks. Dr. Ross’s insights centered on 

the concept of “herd immunity.” He 

proposed that vaccinating a sufficient portion 

of the community would prevent the spread 

of disease and the subsequent development of an 

epidemic. It has been demonstrated that mass 

vaccinations work even if a few individuals are left 

unprotected. When there are no susceptible persons left, 

the disease naturally dies out. 

   Although approximately 150 million Americans are 

vaccinated for influenza each year, around 33,000 non-

vaccinated, unprotected individuals still die of the 

disease.  The cause of death is acute respiratory disease 

syndrome (ARDS), which stems from an overwhelming 

viral pneumonitis or superimposed bacterial pneumonia 

that requires mechanical ventilation and intensive care. 

Most community hospitals are unable to handle large 

numbers of cases of acutely ill patients, which is one of 

the major reasons why prevention is so important.   

   In addition to annual vaccination, other helpful flu-

preventive tips include the following: 

 Cough or sneeze into your elbow. Virus-laden 

droplets can travel six feet! 

 Wash your hands with soap and warm water for at 

least 15 seconds. (Sing the song “Happy Birthday to 

You” – this should take approximately 15 seconds.) 

 Use a hand sanitizer when you cannot wash with soap 

and water. 

 Avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth. 

   As soon as the vaccine is available, Dr. Livingston and 

Caroline Bailey will be providing vaccinations for the flu 

season, which will soon be upon us.  
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 plenty generous. The Braised Short Rib ($27) with veal 

broth, red wine, mashed potatoes, and garlic spinach is 

one my husband’s favorites. And, of course, the Onion 

Soup ($6 a cup, $8 a bowl) is not to be missed. Neither is 

the Wedge Salad ($11) with its bacon lardons, tomatoes, 

and rich blue cheese dressing. 

   Reservations at the Fat Hen (3140 Maybank Highway) 

are recommended (843-559-9090). The restaurant is open 

Monday through Saturday from 5:30 PM to 10:00 PM. 

The inside bar opens at 4:00 PM, with its own bar menu. 

Sunday brunch is served from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM. In 

good weather, check out The Coop, a new outdoor bar 

outback featuring eight beers on tap—and four wines on 

tap, as well (chardonnay, prosecco, Malbec, and 

cabernet). Food service and liquors are available, too. 

   Chef Neuville, a Virginian who studied at the Culinary 

Institute of America, worked his magic on the East Coast 

and in Colorado before coming to Charleston via Kiawah 

Island and both Coast and Rue de Jean restaurants. He 

and his wife Jean have four foster children in their 20’s 

whom they adopted years ago—three of them fostered at 

one time from the same family. He is Chef Chair for 

Darkness to Light and the author of The Fat Hen 

Cookbook, Celebrating French Lowcountry Cuisine. 

 It’s just six miles from 

BG to the Fat Hen on 

Johns Island—home of the 

French Lowcountry 

Cuisine crafted by Chef 

Fred Neuville. Reserve a table and relax for a fun 

evening in this spirited restaurant with a rural theme. 

Experience everything good to eat that is farm fresh and 

in season. 

   Peruse the menu and you are instantly starved.  Chef 

Fred especially recommends his Tomato, Roasted Corn, 

and Boiled Peanut Salad ($9) to start, or Oysters ($11) 

with wild mushrooms, country ham, and spinach with a 

silky cream sauce on grilled bread rubbed with garlic. 

Coq au Vin ($24), a wine-braised half chicken with local 

vegetables is one of his favorite main dishes.  He is a big 

fan of braising. Also Flounder Nicoise with brown 

butter, herbs, lemon, olives, tomatoes, and bacon cheese 

grits 

   We have loved taking our friends and family to the Fat 

Hen since it opened in 2007. Steamed Mussels is my 

favorite dish. There are five different ways you can order 

it—I’ve tried them all—Marniere, Aioli, Pistou, 

Provencal, and Curry Cream. The small order ($12) is 

 F A T  H E N  

A d e l a i d e  W a l l i n g e r  

    Bishop Gadsden is a fantastic Community. We are blessed to be surrounded by natural landscapes, beautiful  

interiors, outstanding activities, and delicious food! One of the main reasons for such, is our  team of more than 300 

dedicated full-time, part-time and per-required-need employees.  

    With such a talented pool, we look to residents, as well as fellow staff to try and highlight some of the of the best-

of-best each month, through our Employee of the Month Program. Nominations are received by the Human 

Resources Department, and once-a-month during the Director’s Meeting (comprised of all department directors, as 

well as executive staff) voting is held. During the meeting, nominations are read, reviewed, and discussed on who 

should be formally recognized for going above and beyond in their job duties. Following this discussion, thoughtful 

private voting is then conducted. 

    The winner of the Employee of the Month is announced at the monthly Employee Appreciation event. The winner 

receives a $100 check from Bishop Gadsden, as well as a plaque, and is eligible to be named Employee of the Y ear.  

During the  Employee Appreciation event, staff have the opportunity to hear updates on Community and employee 

matters, while also celebrating being a part of Bishop Gadsden.   

    For the Employee of the Y ear decision, an even more in-depth discussion is held during the first Director’s meeting 

in December. All voting is secret. The announcement is publicly made—with residents present—during the Employee 

of the Year Celebration (set for December 9, 2016). The winner receives $2,000 cash (courtesy of an anonymous 

donor), as well as a great parking space for the year. During this celebration, employees also receive notification on 

their employee appreciation gifts, made possible through donations to the Employee Appreciation Fund.   

    We have already had amazing winners this year—Winningham Court Staff, Stephanie Payne (Cloister), Sanford 

Gibbs (EVS), Shannon Jones (CLS), Emerald Todd (Culinary), Jodi Memmel (Cloister), Mike Anderson (EVS), 

Wonda Heyward (Culinary), and the Finance Department.    

    Residents and family members are encouraged to use a nomination form (located at the Commons activity table), 

or email Susan Gallo, Director of Human Resources—susan.gallo@bishopgadsden.org with their  nomination.   

E M P L O Y E E  R E C O G N I T I O N — H O W  D O E S  I T  W O R K ?  

K i m b e r l y  B o r t s ,  D i r e c t o r  C h a r i t a b l e  G i v i n g  &  C o m m
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T E M P U S  F U G I T  

M a r i l o u  W a t t s  

   In 1999, when Bill Trawick was furnishing the new BG Commons Building, he traveled to 

Summerton, SC (little more than a wide-place in the road), which was known to have an antique 

shop with quality merchandise and fair prices. Bill, who had a long time interest in antiques, 

wanted the décor to reflect the old and the new, and so one Saturday morning he went to see 

what he could find. He bought the two lovely chests we see in the Gussenhoven Drawing Room 

today. He was not specifically looking for a clock, but was attracted to the handsome long case 

clock that now stands in the Grimsley Foyer. He knew that clocks don’t usually sell for much at 

auction and can get a lot of decoration bang for the buck. He bought it for a reasonable price.  

   Our clock is unique in several ways. It was first thought to be made in the early 1700s, but 

when Jim Buckley moved to Bishop Gadsden with his considerable knowledge of antique time 

pieces, he did a lot of research and discovered the clock was a product of Manoah Rhodes. 

Manoah Rhodes was a master clock/watch maker and a silversmith of Bradford County of York, 

England. The clock dates from a period of 1836 to 1842. Mr. Rhodes was indentured to 

Bradford Silversmith, John Aliot, and remained with him for 14 years. In 1836, Rhodes set up 

business for himself, which grew into one of the largest jewelers in the North of England. He 

was held in such high esteem that he served as Mayor for a time in Bradford. Rhodes died in 

1881. There is a short biography of Rhodes posted on the inside of the clock door, if you care to read it. The clock 

has no back legs and is pushed through the wainscoting and attached to the wall.  

   Past resident, Herbert Arnold, was taxed with the chore of winding the seven-day clock each Sunday. The weights 

are very heavy, and considerable strength is required to turn the small key to pull them up to the proper level. When 

Herb was no longer able to do it, Warren Watts took the job and has faithfully wound the clock each Sunday after 

Chapel service for over 10 years. It is checked each Sunday against standard time and loses less than a second each 

week. 

   One would expect such a dignified handsome clock to put out a loud bong to remind us of the hour, but our clock 

has a humble ding like a ship’s bell. Whatever the sound, it reminds us that time is passing and we should make the 

most of every day.   

B G  T O U R S  L O W C O U N T R Y  F O O D  B A N K  

L o r r a i n e  M c D e r m o t t  

   Would anyone imagine that a visit 

to the Lowcountry Food Bank 

(LCFB) could be exciting?  Well it 

was for me. Immediately upon 

entering the spacious lobby and 

seeing the colorful mural I realized 

that this would be engaging. Living 

here at BG it is hard to imagine that so many of our 

neighbors could be dealing with hunger problems. The 

folks at LCFB opened my eyes to the world beyond my 

door. So much of that world is different from what I 

know or have known. I learned that 16.8% of the 

Charleston County population lives below the poverty 

level.  There are more than 17,000 seniors who are at 

risk of hunger. How could this be? Imagine that you 

lived in a neighborhood with no food store within 

walking distance. Worse yet, imagine that due to health 

problems you could not walk any significant distance. 

We won’t even talk about nonexistent transportation. 

Times have changed and so many of our seniors live in 

isolated circumstances. Families are scattered—

neighbors move away and there is no 

one nearby to look after grandma and 

grandpa. 

   When most of us at BG think about 

our experience with family, we 

picture a stable home where children 

are nurtured. Contrast that with kids 

living in poverty today.  Many are in single-parent homes. 

Those homes often have serious social problems. Mama is 

too often not there providing a nourishing meal. The 

LCFB helps by serving a supper meal to approximately 

550 children each day, as well as 82,000 meals to children 

throughout the school year. The Zucker Kitchen at the 

LCFB produces miracles with the help of countless 

volunteers.  

   Perhaps you are wondering how they accomplish all of 

the above as well as so much more. On September 19, BG 

is planning another visit to the Food Bank. Come with us 

and see what will happen to the funds BG has committed 

as our annual charity. Be careful! You might find yourself 

increasing your contribution! Or volunteering! 



W H A T ’ S  H A P P E N I N G !  
 J e n n y  J u h a s z ,  R o b i n  K a u f f m a n ,   

B r i t t  L o c k ,  a n d  C h r i s t y  S m i t h  

Page 8 

I N  L O V I N G  M E M O R Y  

    Voting in the upcoming presidential election is on the 

minds of many residents at Bishop Gadsden. It is our 

goal for all residents who want to vote to have the 

opportunity to do so. The first step in a successful 

voting experience is to be educated on the process    On 

the day of the election in November, Bishop Gadsden 

will be offering transportation to vote at the polls 

located at Fort Johnson Middle School on Camp Road. 

We cannot provide one-on-one assistance at the polls, so 

residents who go should be able to manage on their 

own. It is possible there will be long lines. There will be 

an opportunity to vote curbside if needed, in which case 

a poll worker will bring a voting machine onto the 

Bishop Gadsden bus.  

   Residents who would like to vote at the polls will need 

to take proper identification, including a current photo 

ID with current address and a current voter registration 

card. Acceptable forms of photo ID include: SC 

Driver’s License, SC Department of Motor Vehicles ID 

Card, SC Voter Registration Card with Photo, Federal 

Military ID, or US Passport. Please note your photo ID 

must be current. If you need a new ID, you can obtain 

one at the Charleston County Department of Motor 

Vehicles or the Charleston County Board of Elections 

and Voter Registration. Your voter registration card 

must also be current. To update your voter registration 

information, contact the Charleston County Board of 

Elections and Voter Registration.  

   Residents who would like to vote absentee will need to 

contact the Charleston County Board of Elections and 

Voter Registration either by phone or online. The first 

step in voting absentee is ensuring your voter 

registration information is current. To do this, you can 

contact the Charleston County Board of Elections and 

Voter Registration. The second step is requesting an 

application for an Absentee Ballot. This can be 

completed by calling the Board of Elections and Voter 

Registration or online. The third step is very important. 

Once you receive your application for an Absentee 

Ballot in the mail, it is very important that you fill it out 

completely and return it. You will not receive your ballot 

if you do not return the application for an Absentee 

Ballot.  

   For most of our residents, voting is an important link 

to their past as well as a means of giving them a sense of 

connecting to the greater community and beyond as 

citizens.  

Important Phone Numbers and Websites:  

Charleston County Board of Elections and Voter 

Registration: 843-744-8683 

Charleston County Department of Motor Vehicles: 

3790 Leeds Avenue 843-740-6168 

180 Lockwood Boulevard 843-727-6477 

Website for online voting services:  

www.SCVotes.org 

V O T I N G  I N  T H E  U P C O M I N G  P R E S I D E N T I A L  E L E C T I O N  

J e n n y  J u h a s z ,  M y e r s  H a l l  A c t i v i t i e s  C o o r d i n a t o r  

Banana Spiders & the War Doctor 
Presented By:  

Shawn Halifax, Cultural History  

Interpretation Coordinator  

Friday, September 23, at 11:00 AM 

Morse Activity Room 

BEAT THE HEAT!!! 
 

KONA ICE TRUCK 
 

Tuesday, September 20  

2:45 PM-Read Cloister Front Door 

3:15 PM-Myers Hall Front Door 
 

 

Flavorful, Shaved Ice 

Cash Preferred but 

 Debit Accepted 

Phyllis McCoy 

6/1/1923-8/15/2016 

Edward “Ed” Regan 

9/25/1937-8/16/2016 

Anton “Tom” Vreede 

5/26/1930-8/31/2016 

http://www.SCVotes.org


Page 9 

W H A T ’ S  H A P P E N I N G !  
 J e n n y  J u h a s z ,  R o b i n  K a u f f m a n ,   

B r i t t  L o c k ,  a n d  C h r i s t y  S m i t h  
 

Mark Your September 2016 Calendars 
 

Friday, September 2 at 9:30 AM 

SC Audubon Bird Watching/Walking 

Meet in Blackmer Hall 
 

Friday, September 2 at 3:30 PM 

Musical Trivia with Alton Cox 

Morse Activity Room 
 

Saturday, September 3 at 11:00 AM 

Morning Jazz with Dan Jani 

Morse Activity Room 
 

Monday, September 7 at 11:00 AM 

Music with Jim Seem 

Morse Activity Room 
 

Monday, September 7 at 4:00 PM 

Lowcountry Food Bank Presentation 

Blackmer Hall 
 

Monday, September 12 at 3:30 PM 

Music with Mike Smith 

Morse Activity Room 
 

Thursday, September 15 at 4:00 PM 

Project Vote 

Blackmer Hall 
 

Monday, September 19 at 1:30 PM 

Lowcountry Food Bank Tour 

Depart from Commons 
 

Saturday, September 24 at 11:00 AM 

Hallie Hill Animal Sanctuary Visits 

Morse Activity Room 
 

Sunday, September 25 at 4:00 PM 

Tea and Poetry 

Myers Hall Living Room 
 

Friday, September 30 at 10:45 AM 

Classic Country and Sweetheart Songs  

with Captain Chuck Fisher 

Morse Activity Room 

C h a r l e s t o n  S e p t e m b e r  
E v e n t s  C a l e n d a r  

 
 
 

Please note, these are not Bishop Gadsden events; 

therefore, no transportation is provided. 
 
 

September 2-4  Lowcountry Jazz Festival 

   N. Charleston Performing Arts 

   843-529-5000 

 

September 7-25 Hairspray 

   Dock Street Theatre 

   843-577-7183 

 

September 8  Chamber Music Opening Season 

   Charleston Library Society 

   843-763-4941 

 

September 9  Conversations with a Curator: 

   Charleston Silver and Jewelry 

   The Charleston Museum 

   843-722-2996    

 

September 23-25 Taste of Charleston 

   Locations and Times Vary 

   843-577-4030 

 

September 24  Voices of Charleston  

   Charleston Music Hall 

   843-853-2252 

 

September 24  Cirque de la Symphonie 

   Gaillard Center 

   843-723-7528 

 

September 30  Tchaikovsky’s Fifth Symphony 

   Gaillard Center 

   843-723-7528 

 

Resident Update Meetings 
 

 

Myers Hall: Thursday, September 8, at 3:00 PM 
 

   

Myers Hall Activity Room 
 

Apt/Cot/Flats: Wednesday, September 28, at 10:00 AM 
 

 

Blackmer Hall 
 

Black 

Read Cloister: No Update 

Thank you to our 

amazing group of 

residents from the 

Flower Guild, who 

create beautiful 

arrangements like the 

one pictured. 

You help to further 

beautify our wonderful 

Community! 



S E P T E M B E R  B I R T H D A Y S  
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1 Marcy Walsh 

3 Dorie Fowler 

5 Olive Smith 

8 Marge Cogswell 

9 Alex Dickson 

10 Rae Denemark 

10 Grey Geissler 

11 Mason Alexander 

11 Joe DiRaddo 

13 Gerri Gillespie 

13 Ann Hurd Thomas 

M O V I E S  ( F R O M  T H E  S E N I O R S ’  P E R S P E C T I V E )  
S a l l i e  a n d  J a m i e  G o u g h   

Welcome New Resident 
 

Martin Bowen 

   Jason Bourne is Matt Damon figuring out who he is, in this 

installment of the action packed series. Chases, motorcycles and 

cars, hand-to-hand mayhem, gun fights of all calibers, complex plot 

lines involving the current issue of personal privacy, and 

complicated relationships are part of the very successful Bourne 

formula.  Right up my alley.  

   Captain Fantastic is exactly what the promo says “heartwarming 

and offbeat.” The father of seven children is raising and home-

schooling the kids completely off the grid. The kids’ first exposure 

to the real world is quite extraordinary and potentially disastrous to 

the family. Are there really folks out there like that? 

   Café Society is vintage Woody Allen. NY  Jewish boy goes to 

Hollywood to work for uncle. Meets girl, unbeknownst to him 

uncle is having an affair with same girl, but falls in love too. Boy asks girl to marry. Girl chooses uncle. Both semi-

happy married to others. Boy and girl love their spouses and each other. Really good cinematography and music, still 

Woody is an acquired taste. 

   Florence Foster Jenkins, a true story, starring Meryl Streep, is quite lovely.  Florence was very rich, quite ill, lived 

for music, and regarded her operatic skills as irreproachable, when in actuality she sounded quite like a screeching 

cat.  However, the spirit triumphs in the movie and apparently did in real life as well. 

   Hell or High Water with Chris Pine and Jeff Bridges is really good. Well paced action 

with intelligent dialogue, good music and character development, realistic cinematography, 

and superb directing make this modern-day Texas action crime film well worth the price of 

admission.  
 

Accepting the Invitation to Review Movies  

By Char Stricklin: 

   My husband, Cece, and I saw Hunt for the Wilderpeople and although it is no longer 

showing, we ordered it for a Sunday night viewing. We both thought it was terrific. The 

cinematography and the acting of the two leads make it worth viewing. It is not for young 

children, but we suggest it for anyone else. A rebellious city kid, Ricky, is placed by child 

welfare with family living near the New Zealand bush. The boy runs away into the bush and 

is found by his “uncle.” They unite to flee the authorities. Ricky compares the trek to 

wildebeest who walk and walk and walk—thus the name of the film.  

14 Milton Boykin 

14 Lee Kelce 

15 Tom Brewer 

16 Helen LaPorte 

16 Fred Smith 

18 Kay Meek 

18 Mary Jane Roberts 

19 Bette Fogel 

19 Simmons Tate 

20 Katie Roberts 

20 Joan Wassén 

20 Lib Williams 

22 Ann Connellee 

24 Catherine Puckette 

24 Larry Scoville 

25 Dan Mengedoht 

26 Charlie Drayton 

26 Madge Russell 

26 Dieter zur Loye 

28 Ginny Hiestand 

28 Susan Legare 

28 Mary Witsell 

29 Jeanne Myers 

View the GAB online at www.bishopgadsden.org                                                  
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   Compline, Prayers at the End of the Day, is the final church service (or office) of the 

day in the Christian tradition of canonical hours. The English word Compline is derived 

from the Latin completorium, as Compline is the completion of the working day. 

   The service for Prayers at the End of the Day will be held on Wednesday, September 

7, at 7:30 PM at the Regan Pavilion. Please plan to attend. It is our plan to have future 

services of Vespers or Compline at the Pavilion in the future. 

   O LORD, support us all the day long, until the shadows lengthen and the evening comes, and the busy world is 

hushed, and the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then, in thy mercy, grant us a safe lodging, and a holy 

rest, and peace at the last.  Amen. 

C H A P L A I N  U P D A T E  

T h e  R e v .  F r a n k  R u s s ,  J r . ,  C h a p l a i n  

L I F E  E X P E N T E N C Y  I N  T H E  U S A  

D r .  W a l t  E c t o r  

  I would like to add an addendum to the excellent article by Dr. 

Jack Hisley on aging in last month's GAB. His discussion was 

timely and informative. As a pediatrician, I believe some additional 

information concerning life expectancy in the USA is worth noting. 

   In  1850 in our country  the life expectancy at birth for white 

males was only 38 years!! By the year 2011 this had increased to 80 

years. This is certainly impressive.  However, I think it is important 

to note that the life expectancy for a white male who had reached the age of 50 years was 76 years in 1850. While 

there had been an increase of 42 years for a newborn, there was only an increase of 4 years for a 50-year-old white 

male (the difference between 76 years in 1850 and 80 years in 2011). This reveals that the increase in longevity had 

been due to the tremendous decrease in deaths of infants and children, public health measures, immunizations, 

antibiotics, etc. The improvements in adult health care have been counterbalanced by increases in deaths from 

accidents, heart attacks, suicided, and murders. As a retired pediatrician I must point out that no one health care item 

has saved more lives than immunizations, according to the CDC (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention). 

   One other fact, I believe should be mentioned—as a nation we rank 31st in the world in life expectancy at birth. 

We need to improve!! 

   Rumors, rumors, rumors…I am always amazed at what some of the latest rumors are 

about Bishop Gadsden when I meet with people. The latest ones I have heard are, “The list 

is closed to come to Bishop Gadsden.” “No need to worry about a list–we got right in.” 

Understanding the process might help clarify these rumors. 

   At Bishop Gadsden, we have two lists or programs. The first one is called the Future 

Resident Program in which an application is submitted for potential residency in the future. 

With this list, a small deposit is made and a priority number is assigned. The prospective residents indicate what 

year they might want to consider residency—1 year, 5 years, 10 years or more. The priority number never changes. 

At times, the prospective resident’s timing or preference of residence may change making this a very fluid program. 

Several hundred people are on this list, all in various stages of desiring residency. Believe it or not, some people are 

only 50-years-old and are already on this list. 

   The second list or program is called the Ready List. This is when a future resident contacts the Marketing 

Department and expresses their readiness for residency. At this point, the priority number plays a very important 

role in determining who the next offer of residency will go to. Since we are at 100% occupancy, most future 

residents join this program about a year before residency is desired. Some people refer to this list as the “active” 

waiting list. At times, this list is limited or closed due to the number of future residents who may desire the same 

type of residence at the same time. 

   It is never too early for non-residents to start making a plan for the future. Please feel free to contact the 

Marketing Department at (843) 406-2525 should you have further questions. 

M A R K E T I N G  Q U E S T I O N S  A N S W E R E D  
L a u r a  W i l s o n ,  M a r k e t i n g  D i r e c t o r  



Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage 

 PAID  
Permit #032  

The Gadsden GAB is a monthly publication written by and for the residents of Bishop Gadsden.  

Submissions from all residents and staff are welcome and are used on a space-available basis.  
 

www.bishopgadsden.org 

Sallie Gough, Editor 

Jamie Gough,  

   Assistant Editor 

Kimberly Borts, 

   Managing Editor   

Faith Dodge 

Walt Ector 

Frances Fawcett 

Noel Ferguson 

Katharine Harms 

Jack Hisley 

Ray Houlihan 

Katie Jayne 

Vince Lannie  

Britt Lock  

Frank Meade 

Stephanie Ochipinti 

Frances Porcher 

Adelaide Wallinger 
  

B G - L I F E — A  B R I E F  H I S T O R Y  

I k e  S m i t h  

   It was about this time in 2014 that BG-Life, our  residents’ website, came into being. The 

impetus for the site was driven by the IT Committee seeking to bring to the campus an easy-to-use information tool. 

The site would contain directories, useful links, campus maps, and a number of other sites of interest. 

   The launch was successful, and the past two years have seen a steady growth in users. At the present time about 

100 users per week are accessing the site—16 % new users, 84% returning users. Searches for dining menus, EVS 

work order applications, the directories, and general news take place routinely. 

   Given the BG demographics (after all we are a happy collection of old folks and still recall the big, black dial 

telephone), the IT committee did not expect the program to immediately become the primary source for campus 

information but had calculated that after a period of use residents would become comfortable with doing digital 

searches. This appears to be the case. Moreover, it appears new residents coming onto the campus are more 

comfortable using digital devices and therefore do not find the site intimidating. 

   The project is alive and well, and now the committee seeks to find new ways to make the site more user friendly 

and attractive to those residents still on the sidelines. The home page has been reworked; the GAB and weekly 

bulletin are prominently displayed on the main page header. The site contains a plethora of useful links and more 

can be added as deemed useful. The goal is to make BG-Life the tool of choice for  campus information.  

   The committee welcomes your suggestions about content or ways in which the site can become more meaningful; 

so please speak up with ideas that can make the site more attractive, better organized, or more newsworthy. 


